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(Rescheduled January program) 
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We hope that all of you have managed to stay warm during this extremely cold and frigid winter. 
 

Due to the weather forecast for severely cold temperatures and bad weather, our League’s General Meeting 
scheduled for January 9, 2010, was cancelled out of concern for the safety and well-being of our members. The January 
meeting was to have focused on planning topics for next year and deciding on studies to be done at the local level and 
studies to recommend to the state. 
 

We have rescheduled this very important program planning activity for the February 6 General Meeting. Please 
come prepared with your suggestions and recommendations for studies or informational programs you would like to see 
implemented.  We have provided a convenient worksheet for you in this newsletter where you can jot down your thoughts 
before and/or during the meeting.  See pages 7-8. 
 

February also marks the 90th Anniversary of the League of Women Voters. Our organization was founded 
February 14, 1920, months before the ratification on August 18 of the 19th Amendment, giving women the right to vote. 
The League continues to be active in educating the public and presenting programs on issues important in making our 
democracy work. 
 

We hope to see everyone at the February 6 meeting. Remember, it’s a perfect time to invite your friends and 
encourage them to join the League. 

Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee 
 

�
 

�
 

� � � � � � � � 	 
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Let's Talk Issues is a cable television program on the educational channel produced by Johnson County 

Community College and co-sponsored by JCCC, the Kansas City Star, and the League of Women Voters of Johnson 
County. Our fall programs included Health Care Reform, Going Green in Kansas City, and the Deer Policy in Shawnee 
Mission Park. If you missed them, these programs are archived on the JCCC website. 

Gwynne Lee and Candy Birch met recently with JCCC Community Services Program Director Linda Cole and 
Kansas City Star veteran reporter Jim Sullinger to map out the spring programs. Although panelists have not been 
finalized, you are sure to gain plenty of information and food for thought from these discussions. 

·  Wednesday, February 3 -- The Budget Crisis in Kansas 
·  Wednesday, March 3 -- Update on the Regional Economy 
·  Wednesday, April 7- Kansas Legislative Wrap-up 

The programs are aired live at 7 p.m. from the JCCC television studios and are later uploaded to the JCCC 
website at http://video.jccc.edu/. Just look for the Let's Talk Issues link in the middle of the page. 
 

Candy Birch 
 
 
 
 
 

�
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Naturalization Ceremonies are held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 5th and State on the last Friday of each 

month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last about 45 minutes. Then we register the new citizens to vote. If anyone is 
interested in attending this very moving ceremony and helping with voter registration, please contact Ann Arnott (913-
495-9539 or annarnott@everestkc.net). Mark your calendar with the dates of these upcoming Naturalization Ceremonies. 

January 29 Judge John W. Lungstrum 
February 26 Magistrate Judge David J. Waxse 
March 26 Judge Carlos Murguia 

Ann Arnott 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � � � 	 � � � � � � �
#1. The Johnson County League has been selected to participate in Connecting Future Legislators with Civil 

Society, with funding from the Bureau of Educational Affairs of the U.S. Department of State. We will receive one 
woman “ fellow”  from Colombia, South America for three weeks in April. While here, she will intern in county, city, 
and/or state offices and participate in League activities. This will be a great opportunity to increase the visibility of 
League and to increase our understanding of this South American country.  

Are you fluent in Spanish? Or do you know someone who is who might be interested in accompanying our 
League intern when she is here in April? If you are interested in helping with this project or providing transportation for 
our visitors, please contact Nan Wilson (913-262-3104). 
 

#2. The League will host a 2010 Great Decisions discussion group from February through May. The eight 
sessions will be on the first and third Tuesday evenings from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the double meeting room at the Central 
Resource Library. Discussions begin on February 2. Discussion books are available from the International Relations 
Council in Kansas City. If interested, contact Nan Wilson at 262-3104. 

Great Decisions Topics for 2010 
·  Special Envoys 
·  Preventing Genocide 
·  Global Crime 
·  Russia and its Neighbors 
·  US-China Security Relations 
·  Persian Gulf 
·  Global Financial Crisis   
·  Peacekeeping 

Nan Wilson 

�
�
� � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � �

Support this successful League fundraising project by wearing a VOTING IS GOOD FOR THE 
CONSTITUTION shirt. Several styles, colors (red, white or grey) and sizes remain available. Short sleeve shirts are $10 
each; long sleeve shirts are $12, and sweatshirts are $18. Look for the shirt display at the next meeting, or contact Harriett 
Duff (hfduff@gmail.com or 913-338-0976) to place your order. 

 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � �
To mark League’s 90th anniversary in 2010, we 

have commemorative cups for sale for $8 each. Contact 
Harriet Duff (hfduff@gmail.com or 913-338-0976) to 
place your order. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 
Harriet Duff 
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The League of Women Voters invites you to nominate an outstanding community leader for our annual Making 

Democracy Work Award. The League celebrates leaders who have envisioned a way to improve our community and who 
have mobilized others to work collaboratively to affect positive change. The Making Democracy Work Award will honor 
one such individual who has, in the League tradition, helped make our local governments strong, vibrant, fair and 
responsive to the needs of all members of our community. 

Nominations are open to any individual who has been a vital part of the work force and who has contributed to 
our community in a meaningful way. Nominees may be nominated by a friend or colleague, or the nominees can apply 
themselves. A nomination form is posted on our website (www.lwjoco.org) and in the December 2009 VOTER. Please 
note the February 1, 2010 deadline. 

The winner will be presented at our Johnson County League of Women Voters Annual Meeting on May 1, 2010. 
Please note that the winner must be available to receive the award on May 1. We believe that there is no greater tribute 
that we can make than to honor a leader who continues to demonstrate commitment, leadership and a passion for civic 
improvement.  

Ann Sanders 

�
� � � # � � � � � � �

We welcome renewing members Roberta Eveslage and Dr. Pat All. We encourage members to invite friends to 
our meetings to learn what the League does and to listen to special presentations of current interest. 

Look for a membership form in previous issues of the VOTER and on our website (www.lwvjoco.org). 

Kari Sime and Rita Einspahr 

�
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Primary Election - March 2, 2010         General Election - April 6, 2010  
 
Election of Officials in the following cities  

·  Leawood - Mayor - 4 Year Term, Council Members Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 - 4 Year Term  
·  Mission - Mayor - 4 Year Term, Council Members Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 - 4 Year Term  
·  Prairie Village - Council Members Wards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 - 4 Year Term  
·  Shawnee - Council Members Wards 1, 2, 3, 4 - 3 Year Term  
·  Westwood - 3 Council Members At-Large - 4 Year Term  
City candidates file at their respective city halls.   

 
January 26   Filing and Withdrawal Deadline (12 noon)   
February 10   Advance voting by mail begins - 20 days prior to Election Day 
February 15   Registration books close - last day to register  
February 23   Advance voting in person begins at Election Office  
March 1  Advance voting in person closes (12 noon)  
March 2    SPRING PRIMARY ELECTION  
 
March 8 Deadline for questions to be placed on the General Election ballot  
March 17 Advance voting by mail begins - 20 days prior to Election Day 
March 22  Registration books close - last day to register  
March 23  Advance voting in person begins at Election Office  
Apr il 5   Advance voting in person closes (12 noon) 
Apr il 6   SPRING GENERAL ELECTION  

�
Check your Election Office website: www.jocoelection.org for complete information, including a directory of 

elected officials, list of candidates, and sample ballots.  
If you wish to contact your Kansas state senator or representative in Topeka, you may call a local hotline number 

913-715-5000.  
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Leagues throughout the country will be celebrating our 90th bir thday on Feb. 14, 2010. The celebration will 
continue throughout 2010.  
 On February 14, 1920, with passage of the 19th Amendment imminent, suffragists met to transform the 
movement into the League of Women Voters to help educate women to be responsible voters. On August 26, 1920, just 
days after Tennessee became the 36th (and last-needed) state to ratify the amendment, the Secretary of State signed the 
proclamation enacting the 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote. 
 Because of this important history, the League of Women Voters, more than any other organization, “owns”  
August 26th, Women's Equality Day, and should be celebrating it every year - especially in 2010, the 90th anniversary 
of the passage of the 19th Amendment. While we will be celebrating the League©s 90th anniversary all through 2009 – 
2010, we give August 26, 2010, equal importance – to involve everyone in our communities, not just League members.  

�

* � � � � �+ � � � � � � � �

 Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others first seriously proposed women©s right to vote at Seneca Falls, N.Y., on July 
19, 1848. Prior to this time, Susan B. Anthony was active in the women©s temperance movement, but when she met 
Stanton in 1851, they joined forces and worked together over the next half of the century – and what a force they were.  
Although they both died before the goal was reached, they lived long enough to see significant progress and were 
primarily responsible for the ultimate success. Carrie Chapman Catt, founder and early leader of the League of Women 
Voters, younger than Anthony and Stanton, entered the struggle later and became a leader in the suffragist movement that 
helped lead it to victory with passage of the 19th Amendment in 1920. 
 Of course, the first local League was the one in Wichita, KS. 

� � � � � � ,� � � � � � � � � �%�$" � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � " �- � � � � � � . � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �+ � � � � � � � �

The sacrifices our leaders made to win the right to vote for women is amazing and one that few people recognize 
today. In most cases, they devoted their lives to the movement. Becoming public advocates at the time for this or any 
movement meant that they were living lives and playing roles in a totally unconventional, unacceptable, inappropriate 
manner – to many they were pariahs. It is impossible to even conceive of how difficult their lives were, what hardships 
they endured – public humiliation, terms in jail, ridicule – and they did it so that the women of yesterday, today and 
tomorrow can exercise their right to vote.  

  

� � � � �� � � 	 �
 � � � � 
 � 	 ��
·  February 14 -LWV©s 90th Birthday  

·  March - Women©s History Month  

·  June 11-15th - LWVUS Convention (Atlanta, GA)  

·  August 26th - Women©s Equality Day  

·  September - Voter Registration Month  

·  October  - Voter Education Month  

� �
�

Information provided by LWV Kansas: www.lwvk.org 

�
�
�
�
�
�
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Making Democracy Work: A History of Change. A  Future of Hope. 

The LWVUS invites all members to join fellow Leaguers from 50 states, the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico 
and Hong Kong to celebrate 90 remarkable years of League achievements and chart the course for the next 
biennium of League programs.  

All League members are invited to attend Convention, but Presidents of local, state and ILO Leagues 
appoint their allotted delegates. Non-voting members can be part of the excitement as the Convention delegate 
body debates and adopts the 2010-2012 National Program, the LWVUS Budget for the next fiscal year, and 
amendments to the LWVUS Bylaws. Delegates will also be choosing the LWVUS Board officers, directors and 
nominating committee for the next biennium.  

Convention 2010 site, the Marriott Atlanta Marquis, is located in the downtown area known as Atlanta©s 
heartbeat. It©s where you can experience the world©s largest aquarium, relax in Centennial Olympic Park, tour 
CNN Worldwide, and enjoy myriad dining, cultural and shopping experiences. Nearby are the President Jimmy 
Carter Library and Museum and the Martin Luther King Jr. National Historic Site and Visitors Center. For 
detailed information on this fabulous metropolis, visit the website www.Atlanta.net and click on “50 Things to 
Do in Atlanta.”  Do plan to arrive early or stay a few extra days to explore the many attractions the Atlanta area 
has to offer. 

The Marriott Atlanta Marquis recently completed a $120 million renovation including a new ballroom 
and meeting rooms on the atrium level which will accommodate all of the LWVUS Convention events. Guests 
enter the hotel and a soaring 50-story atrium; they can check-in at the front desk or at a self-serve interactive 
kiosk which produces a room key with a swipe of a credit card. Hotel restaurants include a Starbucks Café, 
SEAR for breakfast, lunch and dinner and the M-Shop Deli. The hotel has an indoor/outdoor pool and a Health 
Club and Spa. A 2-minute walk on an indoor covered pathway leads to Peachtree Center, with over 60 
restaurants and shops. For more information please call 404-521-0000 or visit  www.Atlantamarquis.com. 

         Information from LWVUS:   www.lwv.org 

�
� � � � � � �5 ) � � ) � � ! �

Article I, Section 2, of the U.S. Constitution mandates a headcount of everyone residing in the United States. The 
first Census was conducted in 1790 and has been carried out every 10 years since then. 

The 2010 Census will be mailed to all households in early March, consisting of a short-form, with 10 questions 
that will take 10 minutes to complete. The census will count all residents living in the United States as well as ask for 
name, sex, age, date of birth, race, ethnicity, relationship and housing tenure – taking just minutes to complete. 

Census data is important because it: 
·  impacts how more than $300 billion per year in federal and state funding is allocated to communities for 

neighborhood improvements, public health, education, transportation and more.  
·  determines how data is also used to apportion seats in the U.S. House of Representatives and to redistrict state 

legislatures and;  
·  determines how Census data are used to define legislature districts, school district assignment areas and other 

important functional areas of government.  
The census is like a snapshot that helps define who we are as a nation. Data about changes in your community are 

crucial to many planning decisions, such as where to provide services for the elderly, where to build new roads and 
schools, or where to locate job training centers. 

Let’s work together to make it happen right!! 
        Information from LWVUS:  www.lwv.org 

  

�
�
�
�
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League of  Wom en Vot ers of  J ohnson Count y , Kansas 

General  Meet i ng February  6, 2010 
 

PROPOSED LOCAL PROGRAM FOR 2010-2011 
 
 
Suggested Study I tems for  2010 – 2011 
 
 
�  Received from Frank Neff:  A Possible Study of Privatization by LWVJC 
 

The League in Seattle recently completed a study of privatization. It is dealing with a crucial issue of our time: 
when is it better for activities – those crucial to the community and to the interests of the majority – to be conducted by 
private individuals or corporations, and when by government agencies? 

Frank (who does not wish to head the study) urges you to check the report located at: 
   http://www.seattlelwv.org/sites/default/files/privatization2009.pdf 
 
�   
 
�   
 
�   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Informational Programs for  2010 – 2011 
 
�  Received from Paula Schwack:   
 

What has been the impact of the economic stimulus package on Johnson County? 
 
�   
 
�   
 
�   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Updates of Local Positions for  2010 – 2011 
 
 
�   
 
�   
 
�   
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PROPOSED LOCAL PROGRAM FOR 2010-2011 
 
 
St at e St udy Recom m endat i ons for  2010 – 2011 
 
 
�   
 
�   
 
�   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES &  COMMENTS 
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As a few of you may remember, our Johnson County League was started with the assistance of the Wyandotte 

County League back in the 1950s. Times have changed, and the Wyandotte County League has disbanded, but some 
members have joined our Johnson County League. What your neighbors do affects you, and the same thing is true for 
counties. I am pleased to report that two of our members, Marilyn Bynam and Pat Yingst, have agreed to become 
Observers on the Wyandotte County-Kansas City KS Board of Commissioners. 

Kari Simi will be reporting on the Shawnee Planning Commission which meets on the first and third Mondays. 
Kari would like to attend on the first Monday each month and have a partner who will attend the third Monday. Anyone 
out there who would like this job? 

Nancy Jefferis (nancyfj@everestkc.net) 
 

�

�
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Learn about your community and help League prepare for action 
�
Johnson County WaterOne Board – January 12 meeting (www.waterone.org) 

·  Preparing for future demand. The huge, 60-inch pipeline that runs from the Missouri River to 75th Street along the 
K-7 corridor is nearing completion. Known as Phase V of the Master Plan, it is 17 miles long and includes an 
underground tunnel running below the Kansas (Kaw) River and a new reservoir. Phase V costs $434.9 million. 

·  Laboratory management upgrade.  WaterOne’s lab runs over 20,000 tests annually but is hampered by obsolete 
hardware/software systems. It will now enter into negotiations with Zumatrix for supplying an up-to-date system. 

·  Leawood joint planning.  Staff will present information for the Nall Avenue Pumping Station to Leawood’s 
Planning Commission in late January. It is the same information covered in the neighborhood meetings. 
Assuming progress continues, City Council would get a presentation later in the year. 

 
Ellen Miller 

Shawnee Mission School Board� �� December 14, 2009 meeting 
District Highlights: The Board recognized Karen Tritt, SM West foreign language teacher, who was named the 

2010 Kansas Teacher of the Year by Kansas State Department of Education. Dorothy Moody Elementary School Principal 
Marilyn Webb reported that due to Moody©s diverse student population and being a targeted assisted school, the Positive 
Behavior Support program started this fall. She also shared achieving AYP in both reading and math, the successful 
United Way campaign and the overwhelming support for the We Care, I Can food drive. The Board recognized the 
artwork selected as a Purchase Award for the Faculty Art Exhibit at the McEachen Administrative Center. 

Open Forum: Parents as well as NEA President, Sheryl Siegele, spoke in support of Ryan Haraughty and asked 
once again for the Board to reconsider their decision in firing this teacher. 

Business: The Board approved the Middle School Program of Studies for 2010. They also approved the revised 
policy on community and other use of school facilities.  

          Virginia Johnson 
 
Shawnee Mission School Board  January 11, 2010 meeting 

District Highlights: The Board recognized the communication department for awards it received from the Kansas 
Association of School Boards and Kansas School Public Relations Association. The awards recognized their quality work 
under the leadership of Leigh Ann Neal. Leah Debner, principal of Overland Park Elementary School, reported on the 
school’s programs of Positive Behavior Support and Courtesy Teams. 

Open Forum: Once again, parents from Mission Valley Middle School voiced their frustration about the handling 
of the firing of Ryan Haraughty. They also spoke to the negative atmosphere at the school. 

Business:  The second reading of the Energy Management Policy was presented with the changes requested by the 
board. It was approved with the appointment of Bruce Palmer to be responsible for collection and analyses of the data as 
to cost effectiveness of this policy. The first reading of the Revised Board Policy Staff Family Medical and Service 
Members Leave was presented to meet a requirement of the National Defense Act. 
 

Virginia Johnson 
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Fr iday 
January 29 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas 
City, Kansas 

Wednesday 
February 3 

Let’s Talk Issues:   Budget Crisis in Kansas; 7 p.m.; JCCC TV Studio, Billington Library, Johnson 
County Community College 

Saturday 
February 6 

General Meeting: “Current Issues, Future Interests”    Social time: 8:30 a.m., Program: 9-11 a.m. 
Atonement Lutheran Church, 9948 Metcalf,  Overland Park, KS  (Board meeting:  11 a.m.) 

Thursday 
March 4 

League Day at the Capitol:  8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.,  First Presbyterian Church,  817 Harrison, Topeka, KS 

Saturday 
March 6 

General Meeting:  “Taxes and Our National Values”    Social time: 8:30 a.m., Program: 9-11 a.m. 
Atonement Lutheran Church, 9948 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS  (Board meeting: 11 a.m.) 

 
The deadline for  the March VOTER is February 10. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF JOHNSON COUNTY 
9531 MEADOW LANE 
LEAWOOD KS 66206 
 


