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Snce 1920, the League of Women Voters has been a nonpartisan political organization
that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in gover nment
and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

% &

B % % &
% % (
% % ) * +
( ( !
- /0 1
#2 3
4 4 "

%

We look forward to seeing you
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One feature that attracts many to League is our in-depth study of issues.
League’ s history and policy isto undertake intensive study of an issue,
discussit in small groups, and through consensus arrive upon a position - -
We have position statements of issues on a national, state and local P 8 -
(Johnson County) basis.

Thank you to al who helped make the annual League Holiday Party a success. As always, everyone
appreciated the many delicious treats. The library staff set up the room, and the hospitality |adies decorated in a
festive manner. The League invited all Johnson County candidates for office in the recent election. Among the
guests were abroad cross section of current and newly-elected officials, including mayors, county commissioners,
digtrict attorney, state school board and members of the Kansas Legidature.

As we approach the busy holiday season, we should remember that December has two important historical
dates affecting our rights, one as United States citizens and the other as members of the international community.
On December 15, we celebrate the 218th anniversary of the signing of the Bill of Rights. Thefirst ten amendments
to the Consgtitution protect individual civil liberties and promote citizen involvement in democracy. December 10th
isthe 60th Anniversary of the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. It would be useful for al of usto
review these great documents as away of assuring that we continue to educate others on their importance and work
to make certain that our country upholds these rights for everyone.

Our January meeting will be a planning one for next year. We will decide on studies to be done at the state
and local levels. Please come prepared with suggestions for studies or informational programs you would like to
see implemented.

| hope everyone has awonderful holiday season and new year.

Barbara Sillman

The poverty committee has met and discussed the poverty situation in Johnson County. Even before the
current credit crisis, Johnson County had a higher rate of poverty than most people thought. A recent articlein the
Overland Park Sun indicated than Food Pantries cannot keep up with the demand because there is a constant flow of
new clients seeking help. Many of the people getting assistance are working at low wage jobs that have few
benefits, or they don’t have the skills to advance to ajob with a higher wage.

One of the problems Johnson County facesis affordable housing. This means that people who could work
here have to travel adistance. This was very difficult when gas was hovering around $4 per gallon. A good
transportation system would give people an alternative. With the current economic situation, it is predicted that
more people are going to be at the poverty level. Thisis agood time for LWV to state a position on this problem.

We have met twice to review information given to us by Karen Wulfkuhle, (UCS), Shirley Kelso of
(Catholic Charities). We have also read various news articles. We expect to address the following issues:

1. Define poverty level

2. ldentify causes of poverty

3. ldentify available agencies

4. Determine methods we support to bring about change

Approximately 10 League members have been attending our meetings. Our next meetings are scheduled for
January 7 and January 21 at the Johnson County Central Library at 7 p.m.

At League’' s March general meeting, we will break into groups to discuss consensus questions. It will
replace the unit meetings we historically held. | hope you all can makeit.

Pat Lanser, chair of Poverty Sudy



Among the elected officials attending were:
Carl Gerlach, Overland Park mayor, Rep. Delores Furtardo
David Anderson, DeSoto mayor and Steve Howe, Johnson County DA

Sen. Tim Owens and Sue Storm, State School Board

President Barbara Stillman and Rep. Delores Furtardo, Frank Neff, Wanda Brussell, Peggy Neal and Karin Winn

) Social Chairs: Susan Horst and Nancy Martin
Harriet Anderson, Jan Durrett, Barbara MacLean and

Candy Birch



This month’s local Johnson County League position is on International Relations, approved in 2002.
Remember that the person who can answer the question based on this position at the January monthly meeting will
win aprize.

International Relations: Impact of International Trade Agreementson the Local Community

STATEMENT OF POSITION: The League of Women Voters of Johnson County believe that local government
officials should inform themselves and their constituency of the impact of international trade agreements on
Johnson County and its cities. A defined mechanism should be established whereby local government interests are
represented in the devel opment of these agreements.

In general, trade agreements must not weaken local laws in the areas of environment, health, safety and employment
However, there may be instances where, for reasons of strengthening, local laws may need to be changed to meet
higher standards.

Although privatization and/or foreign ownership may not be appropriate for every service that loca governments
provide, in cases where either occurs, there must be strict community regulation and oversight regardless of the
national affiliation of the service provider. All private corporations must meet the same standards, rules and quality
expectations of our local laws and regulations, and be subject to the U. S. legal system.

The League of Women V oters of Johnson County can help educate and inform citizens, who in turn should inform
and monitor local government officials to ensure that they are aware and responsive to the potential impact of
international trade agreements on Johnson County and its cities.
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Our Grandmothers Struggle! Our Mothers' Freedom! Our Choice To Protect!

Your presenceisneeded to send a strong messagein support of Women’s Rights. Cometo the Roev.
Wade 36" Annual Celebration on Thursday, January 22 at Dillon House in Topeka. This event is sponsor ed
by the Kansas Choice Alliance. (Also celebrating their 20th Anniversary!)

We will meet at the Dillon House, 404 SW 9" Street, visit legislatorsin the Capitol, lunch with legidators
at Dillon House. Registration isfrom 9 - 9:30 am. at Dillon House. The price is $15 for lunch, ($9 for lunch for
students) $15 for the bus which leaves Village Presbyterian Church (southern end of south parking lot) at 8 am. and
returns by 4:30 p.m., with one stop at the West L awrence Exit.

Attendees can pay on the website: www.kansaschoicealliance.org or send their checks payable to KCA to:
Barbara Holzmark, 3016 W. 84th Street, L eawood, Kansas 66206.
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Tojoin League, you may download a membership form at www.lwvjoco.org.

Please select type of membership. Payment at this time covers member ship through July 1, 2009.

___Individual $55* ___Supporting $60 ___Household $75
___Sustaining $85 ___Student $20 (requires¥2time course enrollment)
* $55 = Local $9, State $18, National $28.
Mail to: LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY

c/o Rita Einspahr, 4217 W. 97" Terrace, Overland Park, KS 66207

Rita Einspahr and Kari Sme
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The 10th Judicia District Nominating Committee interviewed 11 applicants on December 8, and
sel ected three attorneys to be presented to the Governor. The person selected will fill the position of the
Honorable John Anderson I11, who isretiring after a 21-year career on the Johnson County District Court.

The Committee selected G. Gordon Atcheson, who speciaizesin criminal and civil law, Robert Bjerg,
whose practice areais business and civil litigation, and Neil Foth, who practicesin the areas of personal injury,
medical mal practice and mediation. The Governor has 30 days to make her appointment.

Janis McMillen, member of the 10" District Judicial Nomi nating Commission
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At the national level: League and partners urged congressional leaders to include green
infrastructurein any stimulus bill. On November 13, 2008, the League and other concerned organizations
urged that any economic stimulus bill include green infrastructure and green jobs devel opment that
immediately puts people to work and reinvigorates the economy. An aid package for automakers should be
tied to guaranteed improvement in greenhouse gas emissions and fuel economy of manufacturer's fleets.

At thestatelevd: In conjunction with LWV US, efforts to educate about the effects of global climate
change and to advocate in Congress for clean energy legidation, LWVK isworking with the Climate and Energy
Project of the Salina Land Institute to promote a sound, sustainable energy policy for Kansas. The following
description of their work in formulating energy policiesis excerpted from their website:
www.climateandenergy.org.

All Kansans want a sound, comprehensive energy policy - but the topic is so big, it's hard to
know where to start. During the past year, countless people have asked CEP what such a policy might
look like. Now you can download the answer - our new report, "Solutions - Toward a sound,
comprehensive energy policy for Kansas" (.pdf).

Solutions provides a menu of possible energy policy options, and gives a general, best practices
overview of what other Midwestern states have done with clean energy policy.

Our state deserves a comprehensive energy policy that
Makes the most of Kansas resources - wind, solar, and biomass.
Creates jobs and builds our economy.
Protects Kansas ratepayers against rising, volatile fossil fuel prices.
Gets maximum energy from least cost efficiency.
Guards the health of citizens and our environment.
Reduces fuel imports and increases the state's energy security and independence.

O O0O0O0OO0Oo

"Wind, sun, and biomass can fuel the clean energy economy of the 21st century," says CEP
Executive Director Nancy Jackson. "Today, smart energy policies can save money, manage risk, and
create tens of thousands of new jobs. Kansans can claim our share of the booming renewable energy
industry and bring prosperity to the Plains."

Smart enerqy policies provide requlatory certainty for renewables
and send the message that Kansas is open for business.

The renewable energy industry grew over 20 percent for each of the last three years. Resource-rich
Kansas deserves energy policies that will help us compete with other states for these profits and jobs -
while we secure safe, reliable, and low-cost energy sources for the 21st century.
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Thetopic for our general meeting on Saturday, February 7 will be “ Climate Change Hits Home:
Challenges and Solutionsfor Kansas.” Come hear how climate change isimpacting our state and of the
many potential solutions we have in our own backyards. Eileen Horn, Director, Outreach and Education
for the Climate and Energy Project of the Salina-based Land Institute will offer Kansas-specific climate
impacts, wind energy updates, energy efficiency tips, policy proposals and legidative updates.
Ann Arnott
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Naturalization Ceremonies are held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 5th and State on the
last Friday of each month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last about 45 minutes. Then we register the new
citizensto vote. If anyoneisinterested in attending this very moving ceremony and hel ping with voter
registration, please contact Bettie Swiontek (booklady@kc.rr.com or 913-362-4918).

Following are the 2009 Naturalization Ceremony dates and the presiding judges.

January 30 Judge John W. Lungstrum
February 27 Chief Judge Kathryn H.Vratil
March 27 Judge Carlos Murguia

April 24 Magistrate Judge David J. Waxse
May 22 Magistrate Judge James P. O®lara
June 26 Magistrate Gerald L. Rushfelt
July 31 Judge Robert D. Berger

August 28 Chief Judge Kathryn H. Vratil
September 14 Judge John W. Lungstrum (at Dole Center in Lawrence)
September 25 Judge Carlos Murguia

October 30 Magistrate Judge David J. Waxse
November 20 Magistrate Judge James P. O®lara
December 18 Judge Robert D. Berger

Bettie Swiontek
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The League of Women Votersis pleased to invite you to nominate an outstanding community
leader for our annual Making Democracy Work Award. The League celebrates leaders who have
envisioned away to improve our community and who have mobilized othersto work collaboratively to
affect positive change. The Making Democracy Work Award will honor one such individual who has, in
the League tradition, helped make our local governments strong, vibrant, fair and responsive to the needs
of all members of our community.

Nominations are open to any individual who has been avital part of the work force and who has
contributed to our community in a meaningful way. Nominees may be nominated by afriend or
colleague, or the nominees can apply themselves. Note that the deadline for nominationsis February 1,
2009.

The winner will be presented at our Johnson County L eague of Women Voters Annua Mesting
on May 9, 2009. Please note that the winner must be available to receive the award on May 9. We
believe there is no greater tribute that we can make than to honor aleader who continues to demonstrate
commitment, leadership and a passion for civic improvement.

Ann Sanders



Making Democracy
Work

Nomination Form

Nominator (Please print)

Signature

Phone number ( ) Email

Date

Nominee (Please print)
Address
Phone number Email

In a sentence, explain why you are nominating this person.

What is your relationship to the nominee?

Please attach an essay of not mor e than 250 wor ds telling how he or shefits the following criteriafor
this award:

Has served the public sector or the community for at least five years.

Has exhibited honesty and integrity.

Has made a difference in the community.

Has kept promises made to others or the community.

Has proven she/heis a highly principled individual.

Has demonstrated leadership in effecting positive change.

Will be available to attend award ceremony on May 9, 20009.

Pleasereturn thisform and your essay by February 1, 2009 to: The VOTER, PO Box 13491, Overland Park,
K S 66282
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For the 2008 primary and general el ections, the election office needed hundreds of additional election
workers. Recruiting efforts resulted in 562 new workers for the August election and 669 for the November
election.

November 4, 2008 Milestones

Registered Voters 364,441 Provisional Voters 5,280
Advance Voters by Mail 51,303 Voter Turnout 78 percent
Advance Voting at 4 Locations 86,020 Polling Locations 284
Polling Place Voters 142,398
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Bonner Springs - Mayor - 2 Y ear Term, Council Member Ward 4 - 4 Year Term
De Soto - Mayor - 4 Year Term, 2 Council Members At-Large - 4 Year Term
Edgerton - Mayor - 4 Year Term, 2 Council Members At-Large- 4 Year Term
Fairway - Mayor - 4 Year Term, Council MembersWards 1, 2, 3,4 -4 Year Term
Gardner - Mayor - 4 Year Term, 2 Council Members At-Large - 4 Year Term
Lake Quivira- Mayor - 2 Year Term, 2 Council Members At-Large - 4 Year Term
Lenexa - Council MembersWards 1, 2,3,4 -4 Year Term
Merriam - Mayor - 4 Year Term, Council MembersWards 1, 2, 3,4 -4 Year Term
Mission Hills - Mayor - 4 Year Term, 2 Council Members At-Large - 4 Year Term
Mission Woods - Mayor - 2 Year Term, 5 Council Members At-Large - 2 Year Term
Olathe - 1 Council Member At-Large - 4 Year Term, Council Members Wards 3, 4 - 4 Year Term
Overland Park - Mayor - 4 Year Term, Council MembersWards 1, 2, 3,4, 5,6 -4 Year Term
Roeland Park - Mayor - 4 Year Term, Council MembersWards 1, 2, 3,4 -4 Year Term
Spring Hill - Mayor - 4 Year Term, 2 Council Members At-Large - 4 Year Term
Westwood Hills - Mayor - 2 Year Term, 5 Council Members At-Large- 2 Year Term

"6 "7
USD 229 Blue Valley Board Members - Positions 4, 5,6 - 4 Year Term
USD 230 Spring Hill Board Members - Positions 4, 5, 6 - 4 Year Term
USD 231 Gardner Edgerton Board Members - Positions 4, 5, 6 - 4 Year Term
USD 232 De Soto Board Members - Positions 4, 5, 6 - 4 Year Term
USD 233 Olathe Board Members - Positions 3, 5, 6 - 4 Year Term
USD 289 Wellsville Board Members - Positions 4, 5, 6 - 4 Year Term
USD 491 EudoraBoard Members - 3 At-Large Positions- 4 Year Term
USD 512 Shawnee Mission Board Members - Positions 2, 4, 6 At-Large- 4 Year Term
Johnson County Community College Trustees - 3 At-Large Positions - 4 Year Term
Water District #1 of Johnson County - Positions 3, 4, 5- 4 Year Term

The above offices file at the Johnson County Election Office. Exceptions: USD 289 candidates file at the
Franklin County Clerk's Office and USD 491 candidates file at the Douglas County Clerk's Office.
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Learn about your community and help League prepare for action

Observer Corpisvital for keeping our membership informed on local issues. Observers are needed for:
Blue Valley School Board: Meetings held on the 2nd Monday at 7 p.m. at the Blue Valley District
Administration Office, 151st & Metcalf

Olathe School Board: Meetings held on the 1st Thursday, 5:30 p.m. at 14160 Black Bob

Johnson County Airport Commission meets the fourth Wednesday at 9 am. at 1 New Century Parkway,
New Century, Kansas (near Gardner)

Johnson County Water Board meets the second Tuesday at 7 p.m. at 10747 Renner Blvd, Lenexa

To volunteer as an Observer, please contact Marian Wade (362-7587 or fwade@kc.rr.com).
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Chairman Charley Vogt invited comments by citizen and board members on various program successes in the past
month. That included planned attendance at the WWI Museum by children in Johnson County. The chair encouraged
visitation to the Plaza Library to see the extent of neighborhood interaction.

Vicki Trott, President of Friends of the Library, stated the success at the fall book sale held at the Antioch and Blue
Valley librariesin the overall increase in sales. Scott Zerger, Exec. Director of the Library Foundation, reported an increase
in revenues and described a policy goal for 2009. The library received contributions from 600 donors last year. Ed Eilert,
liaison for the County Commission, remarked about the need for areview of new members.

The County Librarian described a program that included partnership with the Nelson-Atkins M useum and plans for a
children®tour. A brief description was given of a network program for young people titled “Nerds Fighting.” It has played
in Wichita and around the state. Also expansion continues on the Leawood Library. The second phase of the leadership
program is underway. A program with Shawnee School of an intergenerational nature is underway. A technology
assessment of the library will begin in December.

Diana Graves gave athird quarter report on financial projections with a reported budget of 24 million dollars.
Consideration of the renewal in the facility use agreement with the city of Edgerton was approved. Summary of new and/or
renewed contracts was al so approved.

Under new business, the board approved the continuance of the self-serve, fee-based fax service at the Central
Resource Library and the Antioch Neighborhood Library. The board aso approved the renewal of the agreement with JCCC
for JCL support and involvement in the County Adult Education Program in 2009. It was formerly aliteracy project and is
now located at West Park. The library provides booksin English.

Submitted by Dorothy Blackburn

+ "6 meets bi-monthly)

November 24: Trailridge Middle School Principal Dr. Larry King announced that Trailridge received Standard of
Excellence in all subjects and at every grade level. He presented an entertaining video showing how this was
accomplished. A report on the history of the Center of Independent Study on enrollment and class size was presented.

During Open Forum, parents and students once again spoke of their concerns about the gifted program in the Shawnee
Mission School District. The Board noted the need for more promotion of the program, but it was felt that change would
allow more flexibility for the students which will hopefully increase enrollment. The Program Planning Guide for 2009-
2010 was approved.

December 8: Brookwood Elementary Principal Teddi Stern presented areport highlighting programs and activities at the
school. They brought the Beaver Biometrics with them and some of the students demonstrated their uses. Board members
got involved with the students. The Board recognized Ruth Goff, art teacher at Antioch Middle School, whose art work
was selected as Purchase Award for the Faculty Art Exhibit at the McEachen Administrative Center.

Adoption of the agenda and routine business was approved by consent. The Superintendent recommended re-adoption
of Board Policy BB-School Legal Status. This was a second reading of this policy.

Dr. Charles McLean, principal of SM West, gave a brief report on a program started two years ago to engage students
in learning about alternative energy sources. The program evolved into aroof-top Solar Panel Array. The next phase isthe
Wind Turbine and Tower which call for approval of bids. Bid summary was recommended.

Dr. Joy Torgerson and Ginny Lyon reported on Enrollment Trends and Staffing Guidelines for 2004-05 to 2008-009,
followed by a brief discussion on how thisinformation will be impacted by the state’ s financial difficulties.

Submitted by Virginia Johnson
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October 16: The Trustees conducted routine business, including approval of agendaitems presented by various
committees. Highlights included: * Board approval of aresolution to add a seventh member to the Board, including formal
procedures for implementation of the plan. * A report on the college United Way, just ended, stating that nearly $70,000
had been raised, an increase of 22 percent over last year.

After abrief Executive Session, the open meeting reconvened to interview eight candidates for the Board opening
created by the recent resignation of Virginia Krebs. The Board selected Melody Rayl of Olathe, a Kansas City lawyer, and
aformer Overland Park police officer and assistant professor at the college.

Submitted by Ann Arnott
53 ( 5«
Agenda for these meetings as well as the Master Plan can be found at:
http://www.opkansas.org/_Gov/Boards_and _Commissions/Planning_Commission/index.cfm
Minutes are archived at:
http://www.opkansas.org/_Gov/Minutes/Minutes.cfm?MinutesY ear=2008#Planning_Commission
Not all items considered in the meeting are shown below, others are rather perfunctory. Maps and plans available online.

November meetings:

*The Commission appointed Commissioners Gadd, Lund, and Flanagan to the Nominating Committee to select the Chair
and Vice-Chair positions for next year.

*Special Use Permit at 144 St. and Antioch to allow a communications tower for 10 years. T-Mobile is requesting
approval to locate a 120 foot pole off of Antioch Rd. within the KCPL substation site and is not visible from the street.
However, the neighbors along Antioch and on Benson St. can see the pole. The Commission voted to allow the pole at 100
feet and for five years. There was much discussion on screening the base with landscaping and awall.

*The Staff and Council members want to find out how other cities are making decisions concerning cell towers. The
Council will be hearing from the Center for Municipal Solutions which isathird party company that reviews cell tower
applications and does analysis of the information cell tower companies provide to cities.

*Special Use Permit to locate a cell tower and equipment at 146 St. and Nieman Rd. for five years. Thisisaso a T-Mobile
tower at 110 feet tall. Residents spoke not only of the tower height, their property values, but of safety issues with awall
to be constructed around the equipment. The tower would also be within 175 feet of the nearest residence where 200 feet
is mandated. Commisssion voted to allow the tower.

*Special Use Permit to locate a cell tower at 10034 West 151 S. at the rear of church property. Little discussion. Motion
to approve passed.

*Special Use Permit to allow awind turbine at Shawnee Mission West High School for five years. Thiswould be a small
turbine with the power used against the schools@rid use. The wind turbine is being requested by the school as part of their
Green Energy Resource lab, which consists of an existing photovoltaic array on the roof of the building and the proposed
wind turbine. The lab provides the students with a hands-on learning tool for the math and science curriculum, as well as
providing environmental benefits and energy savings. Grants are being used to fund these two technologies. The wind
turbine itself is 60 feet in height with a 12-foot rotor diameter. The proposed height of the structure is required to get
“good” wind above the building and existing mature treesin the area. Motion to approve passed.

Recent U.S. Senate Votes

Cloture Motion; Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act of 2008 - Vote Rejected (52-35, 12 Not Voting) The
Senate failed to get the necessary sixty votes to move forward on this bill, which leaders intended to attach
auto financing and restructuring legislation.

Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES Sen. Pat Roberts voted NO

Recent U.S. House Votes

Auto Industry Financing and Restructuring Act - Vote Passed (237-170, 1 Present, 26 Not Voting) On
Wednesday, the House passed a $15 billion bill to provide the “Big Three” American auto companies with
short-term loans.

Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES

The 111th Congress will convene on Tuesday, January 6, 20009.



LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF JOHNSON COUNTY

9531 MEADOW LANE
LEAWOOD K'S 66206

Friday Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 2 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5™ and State, Kansas City,
December 19 Kansas, Judge Robert D. Berger presiding

Satur day General Meeting: Topic: “Current Issues; Future Interests’ Planning for 2009, 8:30 am. refreshments, 9-11
January 10 am. program, 11 am. board meeting; Atonement L utheran Church, 9948 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS

Thur sday Roev. Wade Day, sponsored by Kansas Choice Alliance; Dillon House, 404 SW 9th Street Topeka, KS
January 22 Registration: 9 am.

Friday Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5" and State, Kansas City,
January 30 Kansas; Judge John W. Lungstrum presiding

Thur sday LWV Day at the Capitol, First Presbyterian Church, Topeka 8:30 am.-1:30 p.m.

March 19

Deadlinefor the February 2009 issueis January 10.




