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“ Get Acquainted”  Wine and Cheese Par ty  
Tuesday, August 18  

7-8:30 p.m. 
 

There is no better  time to join the League of Women Voters. Our non-par tisan 
organization informs citizens about important issues as we advocate for  the pr ivilege of voting. 
 

Members, please invite and br ing new or  prospective LWV members to the " Get 
Acquainted"  Wine and Cheese Par ty at Co-President Candy Birch's home Tuesday, August 18, 
from 7-8:30 p.m. We promise an evening of good food and great conversation! 
 

I f you are one of those members who joined League because someone personally asked 
you to join, then you know how powerful your  invitation may be to someone who doesn't know 
how to go about getting involved.  
 

We would be delighted to send a personal invitation to this fun event to prospective 
members. Just send names, addresses, and phone numbers to Membership Chairs Rita Einspahr  
(Ritae1936@aol.com) phone 381-9770 or  Kar i Sime (SimeK@jocolibrary.org) phone 649-8922. 
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To copy shamelessly from a famous patriotic quote: Now is the time for all good Johnson County Leaguers to 
come to the aid of their Chapter. 

We are excited to begin another year of education and advocacy.  Our board of directors has already met twice to 
prepare another memorable year of activities such as the Naturalization Ceremonies, the Let's Talk Issues with JCCC, and 
programs related to important League concerns -- poverty, environment, and the economy. This group of 20+ highly 
competent and passionate people are living proof of the leadership opportunities League offers.  

We have sent a letter to the editor of The KC Star celebrating the Freedom of Information Act. We have four 
wonderful programs to present for League at the Johnson County Resource Library where citizens can learn about current 
Johnson County government topics. 

In October, the State League has provided us with an exciting opportunity to learn more about the importance of 
maintaining an impartial, independent, diverse and fair judiciary. 

We will continue to provide Speakers Bureau services wherever we are invited, and our Observer Corps will be in 
full strength at area city and county board meetings. 

We will launch our essay contest in schools this fall. The prize money for the scholarship will be provided in large 
part by the sale of our VOTING IS GOOD FOR THE CONSTITUTION T-shirts and sweatshirts. 

Now we need you to help us bring new members not only to enjoy this wonderful fare of activities, but also to 
promote the mission of the League. Won't you help us by sending names of potential members to membership chairs Kari 
Sime and Rita Einspahr? We will invite them and you to our “Get Acquainted”  Wine and Cheese Party Tuesday, August 
18, at 7 p.m. where current League members will testify to the engaging opportunities available through the League. 

It's always a pleasure to see fresh faces at our meetings. Johnson County is full of men and women just waiting to 
be asked personally to join our LWV chapter. 

Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee 
 




 
     Co-Presidents Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee 
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One of the most enjoyable aspects of the League of Women Voters of Johnson County is that half hour before our 

monthly meetings spent with our fellow members and getting to know or to catch up with them. LWV relationships are 
strengthened during this time. In past years our Hospitality Chair(s) have provided coffee for this social time and have 
arranged for various other members to bring the treats. Nancy Martin and Susan Horst did a marvelous job in 08-09 and 
now it is time for new volunteers. Please contact Gwynne Lee or Candy Birch if you would be willing to take on this 
important position. 

Candy Birch, 913-219-2430, candylwv@yahoo.com  
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OFFICERS     

Position Name Phone Email 
Co-President Candy Birch 913-780-7885 candylwv@yahoo.com 
Co-President Gwynne Lee 913-599-1018 gwynnelee@yahoo.com 
President-Elect Harriett Anderson 913-422-7704 hjanderson@kc.rr.com 
First Vice-President Harriett Duff 913-338-0976 hfduff@gmail.com 
Second Vice-President Sandy Ackerson 913-491-3278 cwsandy@sbcglobal.net 
Secretary Edys Cacy 913-722-4721 ecacy@everestkc.net 
Treasurer Betty Wyckoff 913-897-1575 wyckoffbr@yahoo.com 
State 1st Vice-President Diane Kuhn 913-631-9499 dianekuhn@kc.rr.com 
State Treasurer Lee Rowe 913-642-1371 ROWEED@prodigy.net 
Director, LWVUS/ED Janis McMillen 913-341-3072 jkmcmillen@kc.rr.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS    

By-Laws Myrna Stringer 913-894-1120 strimy@everestkc.net 
Government Ann Etter 913-764-1895 No e-mail 
Historian Barbara Adamson 913-962-0313 bma227@everestkc.net 
Hospitality Vacancy   
International Relations Nancy Martin 913-268-9369 nsmartin@kc.rr.com 
Co-Membership Kari Sime 913-649-8922, simek@jocolibrary.org 
Co-Membership Rita Einspahr 913-381-9770 Ritae1936@aol.com 
Natural Resources Elaine Giessel 913-888-8517 ecos@everestkc.net 
Observer Corp. Nancy Jefferis 913-631-4441 nancyfj@everestkc.net 
Public Relations Polly Swafford 913-642-1503 pswafford1@kc.rr.com 
Social Policy Dr. Elizabeth Sanders 913-621-2108, esanders@bakeru.edu 
Speakers Bureau Sandy Ackerson 913-491-3278 cwsandy@sbcglobal.net 
VOTER Editor Ann Norbury 913-268-8831 anorbury@aol.com 
Voter Services Jodie Dietz 913-814-7928 herbivore@kc.rr.com 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE   

Chair Barbara Stillman 913-831-9747 bjstill@swbell.net 
Committee Member Carol Snyder 913-648-0196 csnyder12@kc.rr.com 
Committee Member Patricia Lanser 913-782-2592 planser2@comcast.net 
Committee Member Rita Einspahr 913-381-9770 Ritae1936@aol.com 
Committee Member Ann Etter 913-764-1895 No e-mail 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS (NON-VOTING)   
Naturalization Ann Arnott 913-495-9539 annarnott@everestkc.net 
International Relations Nan L. Wilson 913-262-3104 ndwilson@primary.net 
Postal Communication Peggy Neal 913-649-4034 pneal2@kc.rr.com 
Poverty Study Patricia Lanser 913-782-2592 planser2@comcast.net 
LWV PA System Bob Jefferis 913-631-4441 jeffbobj@everestkc.net 
LWV Website Mark Adamson 913-962-0313 bma227@everestkc.net 
E-Mail Communication Bradley Appelbaum 913-339-9407 bappelbaum@kc.rr.com 
Phone Tree Coordinator Vacancy   
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The purpose of a study is to decide on a position for which a designated representative of the League may lobby 

or speak. The Poverty Committee has identified four areas that impact poverty: 
1. Income (joblessness)  2. Housing 3. Transportation 4. Education 
We also abide by the positions of the National and State leagues. Therefore, we will publish those positions in this 

and upcoming VOTERS. In this issue, we feature the LWVUS position on Income Assistance. 
Pat Lanser, Poverty Study chair 

   

INCOME ASSISTANCE 

The 1970 Convention adopted a study of alternatives to welfare. As a result of the study, members agreed to 
support a system of federalized income assistance. The position, adopted in 1971, suggests criteria for such a system and 
for minimum uniform standards of eligibility for both cash benefits and supportive services (in-kind benefits). The 
position is closely linked with the Employment position in encouraging work and in emphasizing the responsibility of the 
federal government to help those who can’ t find work, those whose earnings are insufficient to meet basic needs or those 
who are unable to work. 

The League has supported a variety of specific programs for income assistance and in-kind benefits—food 
stamps, low-income energy assistance, child-care legislation, reform of unemployment compensation and Aid to Families 
with Dependent Children programs, and housing subsidies. Comprehensive child care remains an elusive but critically 
needed support service for women seeking employment. In each case the League has pressed for: uniform minimum 
federal standards of eligibility; uniform standards for benefits based on need; standards for quality of services. 

In 1986-88 the League worked in support of welfare reform legislation in Congress, culminating in passage of the 
Family Support Act of 1988. The League had supported the House version of the bill, the Family Welfare Reform Act, 
which included provisions for education, training and employment of welfare recipients. However, the final bill more 
closely followed the Senate bill, the Family Security Act, which the League opposed. The League joined other members 
of the national Coalition on Human Needs in opposing the final bill, chiefly citing inadequate funding and mandatory 
participation quotas. Since passage of the Family Support Act, states continue to face critical decisions about 
implementing the law.  

The League lobbied successfully in support of the Family and Medical Leave Act, legislation designed to 
guarantee workers unpaid leave for illness or the birth or adoption of a child. Throughout the years, the League has 
supported the Earned Income Tax Credit as a necessary form of income assistance. 

Other recent League efforts include lobbying Congress in 1991 and 1992 to pass the Mickey Leland Hunger 
Relief Act and the Freedom From Want Act, bills designed to alleviate hunger in the United States. The LWVEF 
coordinated an 18-month Hunger Advocacy Project in 1988-1990. The project was designed to help state and local 
Leagues develop and carry out model, targeted activities to document or alleviate hunger. A community action guide, 
Fighting Hunger in Your Community, provided information on replicating the projects. 

In 1997, the League opposed congressional budget and appropriations provisions attempting to transfer 
responsibility for public assistance programs such as Medicaid and Food Stamps from state governments to private for-
profit corporations. 

In fall 2005, the League responded to the Hurricane Katrina disaster by urging Congress to protect basic human 
needs of those affected by securing the basics – jobs, income when work is not available, health care, food, education, 
child care, and housing – while also protecting and expanding the capacity of the federal government to respond by 
preserving and increasing funding for vital services and not sapping revenues through misdirected tax cuts.  

Reference:  www.lwv.org, then type “ Meeting Basic Human Needs”  in the search bar. 
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Look for Diane Kuhn, Barb Stillman, Donna Lauffer, and Candy Birch on NewsHour  with Jim Lehrer  Tuesday 

through Thursday, July 28-30. They are participating in a town-hall style meeting with Ben Bernake of the U.S. Federal 
Reserve. The NewsHour airs on KCPT Public Television from 6-7 p.m. In addition, KCPT will broadcast the complete 
one-hour show on Friday, July 31, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. and on Sunday, August 2, from 11 a.m. to noon. 

Questions submitted from our membership have been pre-approved and you might see one of us ask a question.  
           Candy Birch 
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 Our monthly LWV general meetings are usually held on the first Saturday of the month at Atonement Lutheran 
Church. However, due to the Labor Day holiday, the September meeting has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 12 
in the Carmack Room at the Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th Street, Overland Park. 

Please note the change of location and times. Since the library opens at 9 a.m., we will begin our 
Social Time at 9 a.m. and our  General Meeting at 9:30 a.m. The Board Meeting will begin soon after the 
general meeting. 
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Naturalization Ceremonies are held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 5th and State on the last Friday of each 

month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last about 45 minutes. Then we register the new citizens to vote. If anyone is 
interested in attending this very moving ceremony and helping with voter registration, please contact Ann Arnott (913-
495-9539 or annarnott@everestkc.net). Mark your calendar with the dates of these Naturalization Ceremonies. 

·  July 31  Judge Robert D. Berger 
·  August 28 Chief Judge Kathryn H. Vratil 
·  September 14 Judge John W. Lungstrum  (Held in Lawrence at the Dole Center) 
·  September 25 Judge Carlos Murguia 

 
Ann Arnott 
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Again this fall our League is collaborating with the Johnson County Library to sponsor another good 

government series to inform the public about local government. Plan to join us for four seminars in which presenters 
from Johnson County government discuss the challenges posed by the recession and the effects those challenges may 
have on life in our county. 
  
September  10    The Impact of the Recession on County Government 

Which county revenues have been hit hardest?  What cuts have been made and will they affect you? 
Speaker:  Scott Neufeld, County Budget Director 

September  24    Understanding Proper ty Taxes 
Learn how the county appraiser creates a plan that will impact your home appraisal. 
Speaker: Paul Welcome, County Appraiser 

October  8    Are County Health Services Serving More with Less? 
Economic stress causes more people to turn to county health services.   
Speakers: David Wiebe,  Director of Johnson County Mental Health Center  

Lougene Marsh, Director, Johnson County Public Health Department 
October  22 How Green is Your  County? 

Learn about the county’s new green buildings and their projected impact on the environment and on 
taxpayer savings. 

Speaker:  Joe Waters, Director, County Facilities Management 
 

All programs will run from 7-8:30 p.m. Registration required. To register, call 913-495-2497 or online at 
www.jocolibrary.org/leagueseminars or email:  jclref@jocolibrary.org. 

Diane Kuhn 
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The Board met at the Johnson County Resource Library at 9:30 a.m. on June 27, 2009. Candy Birch, co-president, 
showed a collage of photos of 2008 events involving League participation.  This collage can be used for new member 
promotions and other events. In appreciation for their service, Birch and co-president Gwynne Lee presented to each 
Board member a pin inscribed with “Together everyone achieves more.”  

The board passed a motion to fund the Welcome New Citizen booklets from the Education Fund. 
Treasurer Betty Wyckoff announced that the League can request from LWVKS up to $500 assistance for printing 

the Elected Officials booklets. The state League has received a sizable contribution to its Education Fund from an 
anonymous donor. The board discussed having more copies printed to provide to libraries, the Election Board and 
Realtors Board as good public relations for the League. Second Vice-President Sandy Ackerson will meet with Election 
Commissioner Brian Newby to discuss if and/or how the Election Office will continue its partnership with the League on 
this project. 
 Wyckoff also presented the year’s end Treasurer’s Report.  
The balance for the checking account for the end of the fiscal year is: $901.48 with a total of $25,721.49 including 2 CDs. 
The balance for the Ed Fund bank account is: $1,598.25 with $2,266.14 available at National for a total of $3,864.39. 
The balance for the 2020 checking account is: $673.03 with $15,932.80 in CDs for a total of $16,605.83.   
These three accounts and their CDs total $46,191.71. 

The net profit to date for fund raising through sale of T-shirts is $568.75. Harriet Duff chairs the Fund Raising 
Committee, which still has 51 T-shirts on hand with the potential sales profit of $253.50. 

Nancy Jefferis, chair Observer Corps Committee, announced that the committee needs more members and will 
explain in detail the job of observers at the September meeting. Because Observer Corps members cannot speak at the 
meetings they observe, the board discussed the possibility of adding an Advocacy Committee to promote our priorities.  
 Co-president Gwynne Lee announced the following chair persons:  By–Laws, Myrna Stringer, Nan Wilson, 
alternate; Public Relations, Polly Swafford; Speakers Bureau, Sandy Ackerson. The Nominating Committee is headed 
by Barbara Stillman with Rita Einspahr, Ann Etter, Patricia Lanser and Carol Snyder as members. A chair person is 
needed for the Hospitality Committee.  
 The co-presidents distributed to each board member a detailed 2009 - 2010 Calendar of Events for the League and 
a form for requests for League participation by outside organizations or individuals. All such requests would be reviewed 
by the board to determine if the request is consistent with League principles and purpose. The form will be available soon 
on the website. 

            Polly Swafford 
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On October 17, the Deputy Director of the League of Women Voters of the United States, Zaida Arguedas, is 
coming to Topeka and she is bringing with her a national expert who will address the importance of maintaining an 
impartial, independent, diverse and fair judiciary.   

The Kansas State League has re-scheduled our traditional September League Day to celebrate receiving a 
prestigious two-year grant from the LWVUS Education Fund which will allow local Leagues to educate their 
communities on this high priority League issue. (Colorado is the only other state to receive a grant.)  Other speakers will 
be prominent members of the Kansas judiciary. All League members are encouraged to attend the event from 9:30 a.m. – 
2:30 p.m. Details on the Topeka location will be announced soon. Thanks to our grant, there is no charge  

On Saturday, August 29, 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m., local League presidents and board members, as well as state board 
members, are invited to a free lunch in Topeka (place TBA) when Zaida Arguedas will talk about details and the 
importance of this grant and how we can publicize and promote forums in our local communities.   

We have a unique opportunity to do what we do best: promoting informed and active participation in democratic 
government. And, the project is funded! 

        Diane Kuhn 
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You will be a “walking advertisement”  for League by wearing a VOTING IS GOOD FOR THE 
CONSTITUTION shirt. Several styles, colors and sizes remain available. 

 
     Small    Medium Large 
T-shirt, short sleeve, white     1       5 
T-shirt, short sleeve, red      1      30 
T-shirt, long sleeve, white     1       3 
T-shirt, long sleeve, red           3 
Sweatshirt, grey           1      1 
Sweatshirt, red           2      3  

Support this successful League fundraising project. Short sleeve shirts are $10 each, long sleeve shirts are $12 and 
sweatshirts are $18. Contact Harriett Duff (hfduff@gmail.com or 913-338-0976) to place your order. 
 
 
 

& � � ' � 
 � � � � 

We hope you'll join us as we begin a new year of the Johnson County League of Women Voters. As always we'll 

keep you up to date on many local and national issues. Our monthly programs provide learning opportunities and our 
committees, such as the Observer Corps, give you a chance to be involved. We're preparing our directory of members 
now, and we want to include YOU! Please send in your membership form and dues by August 1, 2009.  

Who do you know who might enjoy being a part of the League? Why not print out a few extra membership forms 
for friends? 

Kari Sime and Rita Einspahr 

 

Join the League of Women Voters

      The League of Women Voters is the organization where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic 
improvement. Add your voice to over 150,000 League members and supporters across the country in making democracy 
work. 
     Join the League of Women Voters, a respected national grassroots organization, where individuals like you are 
actively engaged in creating positive change on the local, state, and national levels. Become a member and serve as a 
leader in your community, and work to shape the important issues that keep our communities strong. 
     We are - 

·  Acting as a force to create positive, lasting change in our communities� �
·  Empowering millions of voters to protect their right to vote.� �
·  Educating citizens and fostering dialogue on pertinent issues - from healthcare and climate change to openness 

in government.� �
·  Working to ensure that�ALL votes are counted and�ALL voices are heard.� �
·  Preserving our constitutional rights.� �
·  Working together to make democracy work!� �

      We believe that sensible, responsible civil discourse and action based on substance rather than partisanship is essential 
for civic improvement. We believe that with leaders like you, we can make democracy work.�
      Join us and be part of the solution! Your  community needs leaders like you to participate in order  to be a 
strong, safe and vibrant place to live. Become a member  and make an impact in your  community.  ��
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LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Name    _________________________________  Home Phone: ____________________________  

Address _________________________________  Work Phone:  ____________________________  

   _________________________________  E-Mail  _______________________________ 

          May we send you our newsletter The Voter via e-mail? 

Your profession: __________________________                                                          ____ Yes  ____ No 
I  first joined LWV in ______________________   I  prefer an e-mailed membership directory. ______ 
        I  will pick up a paper copy at a meeting. _________ 
            

Please select type of membership.   Payment at this time covers membership through July 1, 2010. 

___Individual   $55*       ___Supporting   $75        ___Student   $20  (requires ½ time course enrollment) 

___Household   $82.50           ___Sustaining   $100              

*  $55 = Local $9, State $18, National $28.           Dues are not tax-deductible.                                                               

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT: _____________  
Please consider a separate check for a tax-deductible contribution to the JoCo LWV Education Fund. This is 
an opportunity to help the LWV of Johnson County continue our service to the community through our forums 
and other special programs.  

Please return this form with your check no later than August 1, 2009.  Thank you! 

 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY  
 c/o Rita Einspahr , membership co-chair   Or call 913-381-9770 for more information 
 4217 W. 97th Terrace, Over land Park, KS 66207  

LWV is a volunteer organization that depends on member commitment. 

1.  I am willing to serve and I will be available to work on a committee or study program:    
 ____ Social Policy (Education, Child Care, Mental Health, Health) 
 ____ Natural Resources (Environment, Land Use, Water) 
 ____ International Relations (Foreign Policy, UN, National Security, Trade) 
 ____ Government  

2.  I can help the League with the following:  
 ____ General meeting preparations  
 ____ Member of an Ad Hoc committee that does one-time projects 
 ____ Observer Corps - this commitment can be shared with another member 
 ____ Promotion of League in community 
 ____ Finance (planning for the future) 
 ____ Public speaking or researching 
 ____ Voter service 
 ____ General 
 ____ Special events:  parades, booths at local festivals, etc. 
 ____ E-mailing the monthly newsletter  
 ____ Telephone tree for legislative action and announcements  
 ____ Computer/clerical assistance (occasionally needed) 
 ____ Member Assistance 
      ____ I need a ride to League meetings 
     ____ I can provide a ride for a fellow Leaguer to meetings 
 ____ Mentor to a new member   



City            State            Zip 
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On July 14, MARC appeared at a joint meeting of the Kansas and Missouri Sierra Clubs. Guests included League 

members and others from the community.  
Tom Gerend, MARC transportation director, spoke about Transportation Outlook 2040. He asked everyone to 

look toward 2040 and what we might visualize. 
The major points of land use forecasting include:  transportation needs, resources, coordination and collaboration, 

guide future investments, and federal requirements. Together with these forecasts are the facets of current community 
change, and include, growth, aging, new jobs, and transportation choices over the next 30 years. 

Transportation is one aspect of change in which transportation and land use must be integrated along with the 
environment and sustainability at all levels. Land use planning will be done to create quality places and it will include the 
probability of decline of jobs and population for the region. However, the forecast shows 60 percent growth in new 
development areas and 40 percent growth in already developed areas. 

Discussion on what the Kansas City region will be like in 2040 included these comments: 
1. The width of 435 brings more cars. More lanes? 
2. The political aspect of the transportation study, government funding 
3. How the study is implemented, using the baseline or adaptive growth methods 
4. Electric cars and charging station infrastructure 
5. Water runoff for all roadways. Plan for permeable road surfaces. 
6. Vision Metcalf has helped moved the transit issue forward 
7. Economic issues go hand in hand with aging issues—pull development of transportation options toward 

public transit. 
Betty Wyckhoff 

�
�

HELP  WANTED 
No Experience Required  

Work Close to Home at Pre-determined Times 
 

Job Title:   Member Observer Corps 
Essential Functions:    

(1) Observe (without participating) a public meeting and/or board. Wear a LWV button. 
(2) Write a short report of the meeting to be shared with other Leaguers through the VOTER. 

Other Responsibility:  Promote LWV in the community by being visible and by helping to educate the 
community about LWV and helping to educate LWV members about the community. 

Desirable Qualification: Willingness to help LWV 
To apply:  Contact Nancy Jefferis  (nancyfj@everestkc.net or 913-631-4441) 

�
�
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 � �
Learn about your community and help League prepare for action 

�
Johnson County WaterOne Board -- July 14 meeting 

·  Mandatory One Call participation. The 2008 Kansas legislature required all water and wastewater systems to 
participate in the One Call utility line locator system. Effective July 1, 2009, WaterOne will participate as a Tier 
III member (systems serving 20,000+ population). Requirements include maintaining a locate service website and 
having 24-hour response capability. Staff reported that so far, there have only been a few more phone calls. 

·  Treatment plant progress. Located in Wyandotte County, the new plant should start operations this fall, producing 
15 million gallons per day. The plant is just part of the Phase V Master Plan Expansion that features a 17-mile, 60 
inch pipeline. It runs from the Missouri River intake and under the Kansas River to a Johnson County pumping 
station 

·  Website.  For more information on Water One activities, check out www.waterone.org. 
Submitted by Ellen Miller 

�
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Johnson County Community College Board of Trustees -- June 16 meeting.  

·  The nominating committee for 2009 - 2010 officers will be trustees Lynn Mitchelson and Melody Rahl.  
·  The contract for Mark Ferguson, legal counsel, has been extended for six months.  
·  KACCT (Kansas Association of Community College Trustees). KACCT trustee representative Mitchelson 

reported that Dr. Calaway, President, has been asked to take a greater leadership role. Board is hoping for more 
equitable distribution of funds for JCCC.  

·  The Board extended thanks to two Trustees: President Shirley Brown-Van Arsdale, who is retiring, and Ben 
Hodge, who was not re-elected.  

Submitted by Ann Arnott 
 

 
Johnson County L ibrary�� June 17 meeting 

·  Friends of the Library: Vickie Trott reported that proceeds from the June book sale at Metcalf South totaled 
$81,029. Over 250 volunteers participated and approximately 50 people joined Friends JCLA during the sale. 

·  Library Foundation: Scott Zerger reported that a gift of $25,825 will be used to replace literary journals with an 
electronic format, which will alleviate space for other needed materials. 

·  County Librarian Donna Lauffer listed the library’s recent awards for exemplary performance: programs in 
leadership development (marketing skills); a video on elections; a poetry presentation; a video on JCCC; and 
recognition of a Oak Park Library program for Hispanic participants.  

·  Discussion focused on the current condition of library facilities and a vision for the next 20 years.  
Submitted by Dorothy Blackburn 
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Recent U.S. Senate Votes 

Cloture Motion; Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act - Vote Agreed to (84-11, 4 Not Voting)  With this 
vote the Senate chose to open debate on a bill that would give the FDA regulatory authority over tobacco, but would not allow the 
agency to ban cigarettes or other tobacco products. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO 
Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act - Vote Passed (79-17, 3 Not Voting)   
The Senate passed this bill that would give the FDA regulatory authority over tobacco, but would not allow the agency to ban 
cigarettes or other tobacco products. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO  
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009 - Vote Agreed to (91-5, 3 Not Voting)  The Senate gave final passage to this $106 
billion bill providing funds for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, sending the bill to the President. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES.    Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES 
Nomination of Harold Hongju Koh to be Legal Adviser of the Department of State - Vote Confirmed (62-35, 2 Not 
Voting)  The Senate confirmed Yale Law School Dean Harold Koh as Legal Adviser of the State Department. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO 
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2010 - Vote Passed (67-25, 7 Not Voting)  The Senate passed this $3.1 billion bill to 
fund the legislative branch, which includes a provision to post Senate expenses online for the public to access. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted Not Voting      Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO 
Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2010 - Vote Passed (84-6, 10 Not Voting)  On Thursday, the Senate 
passed this $42.9 billion bill to fund the Department of Homeland Security for Fiscal Year 2010, which includes a provision requiring 
at least 700 miles of a border fence with Mexico be completed by 2010. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES 
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Recent U.S. House Votes 

Transportation Security Administration Authorization Act - Vote Passed (397-25, 11 Not Voting)  This bill would authorize 
programs, advisory groups and spending to improve security at U.S. airports and rail systems. It also prohibits the TSA from using 
whole-body imaging machines at primary security checkpoints of airports. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Federal Employees Paid Parental Leave Act - Vote Passed (258-154, 1 Present, 20 Not Voting)   
The House approved this bill that would provide paid leave to federal employees for 4 of the 12 weeks of parental leave available to 
them. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Foreign Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 2010 and 2011 - Vote Passed (235-187, 11 Not Voting)  The House 
passed this bill that would authorize funding for the Department of State and the Peace Corps through fiscal year 2011. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Pakistan Enduring Assistance and Cooperation Enhancement (PEACE) Act - Vote Passed (234-185, 14 Not Voting) The 
House approved this bill to authorize democratic, economic and security assistance to Pakistan. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act - Vote Passed (307-97, 30 Not Voting)  The House gave final passage 
to this bill granting the FDA regulatory authority over tobacco, sending it to the President. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES.  
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2009 - Vote Passed (226-202, 6 Not Voting)  The House approved this bill funding the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010 - Vote Passed (259-157, 17 Not Voting)  
The House passed this $64.4 billion bill to fund the Departments of Commerce and Justice, science agencies, and other related 
agencies for Fiscal Year 2010 
.Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2010 - Vote Passed (232-178, 23 Not Voting)  The House approved this bill to fund 
the legislative branch, including salaries and expenses of member offices, committee offices, the Capitol Police, the Congressional 
Budget Office, the Architect of the Capitol and the Library of Congress for Fiscal Year 2010. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Department of Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2010 - Vote Passed (389-37, 7 Not Voting) The House passed this 
bill to fund the Department of Homeland Security for Fiscal Year 2010. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Department of Defense Authorization, FY 2010 - Vote Passed (389-22, 1 Present, 21 Not Voting)  The House approved this 
bill to authorize funding for military activities and prescribe military personnel strengths in Fiscal Year 2010. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Department of Interior and Related Agencies Appropriation, 2010 - Vote Passed (254-173, 6 Not Voting) The House 
passed this bill funding the Department of Interior, Environmental Protection Agency and related agencies for Fiscal Year 2010. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
American Clean Energy and Security Act - Vote Passed (219-212, 3 Not Voting)  This climate and energy bill, which includes 
a cap-and-trade program, was passed by the House. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Enhancing Small Business Research and Innovation Act - Vote Passed (386-41, 5 Not Voting)  The House voted to 
reauthorize two federal programs that provide research and development grants to entrepreneurs. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2010 - 
Vote Passed (266-160, 6 Not Voting)  The House approved this $123.8 billion bill to fund the USDA, FDA and other related agencies 
and programs.   
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Department of State, Foreign Operations, and Related Programs Appropriation, 2010 - Vote Passed (318-106, 8 Not 
Voting)  This $48.8 billion bill funding the Department of State, foreign operations, and related programs for Fiscal Year 2010 was 
passed. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs Appropriations Act, 2010 - Vote Passed (415-3, 14 Not Voting)  The House 
passed this $133.7 billion bill funding veterans programs and military construction. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
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Fr iday  
July 24__ 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas City, 
Kansas;  

Saturday 
August 15 

LWV Board Meeting and Training: 9:30 a.m. Nancy Pickard Room, Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 
87th Street, Overland Park, KS 

Tuesday 
August 18 

“ Get Acquainted”  Wine and Cheese Par ty;  7 – 8:30 p.m.; home of Candy Birch, 15830 W.141st Street, 
Olathe 

Fr iday 
August 28 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas City, 
Kansas; 

Saturday 
August 29 

League Board Members to Topeka for  an event on maintaining a fair  judiciary; 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.; 
location TBA 

Thursday 
September  10 

LWV  The Impact of the Recession on County Government; 7-8:30 p.m.; Central Resource Library, 9875 
W. 87th Street, Overland Park, KS. Register at 913-495-2497 or www.jocolibrary.org/leagueseminars 

Saturday 
September  12 

General Meeting: Social time: 9 a.m., Program: 9:30-11:30 a.m. Carmack Room, Central Resource Library, 
9875 W. 87th Street, Overland Park, KS (Board meeting at 11:30 p.m.) 

Thursday 
September  24 

LWV Understanding Proper ty Taxes; 7-8:30 p.m.; Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th Street, 
Overland Park, KS.  Register at 913-495-2497 or  www.jocolibrary.org/leagueseminars  

 
The deadline for  the September  VOTER is August 10. 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF JOHNSON COUNTY 
9531 MEADOW LANE 
LEAWOOD KS 66206 
 


