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Making Democracy Work  

 
    

 Co-President of LWV JoCo  Gwynne Lee  presents  
League’s 2009 Making Democracy Work Award to Ruth Hopkins 

 
Congratulations to Prairie Village Councilwoman Ruth Hopkins, recipient of our 2009 Making 

Democracy Work Award.  The award was presented at a brunch that followed the May 9 Annual Meeting.  
She received a lovely pewter vase inscribed with her name, the LWV logo, and 2009 “Making Democracy 
Work.”  

Ruth Hopkins, who has served Johnson County in many capacities, was nominated by Elaine Giessel and 
Polly Swafford. See page 8 for Elaine’s introductory remarks. The annual meeting report is on page 4. 

Le Peep catered the brunch. Thanks to the Making Democracy Work committee (Ann Sanders, Sandy 
Ackerson, and Ann Arnott), as well as members who provided the delicious pastries.     
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We look forward to serving as Co-Presidents of this dynamic and energetic League of Women Voters of 
Johnson County, Kansas. The work of previous leaders and members is well respected in Kansas, and it is a 
privilege for us to continue that work.  

With the completion of another successful year, we can now turn our attention to working on the goals 
set by the League and the events scheduled for the upcoming year.  
 We have our marching orders from the membership. We will continue our study of poverty in Johnson 
County, and the list of suggested programs is comprehensive. 

As in the past year, we will continue our participation in the Candidate Forums, Let’s Talk Issues, the 
Government Series, Great Decisions, League Day at the Capitol, Naturalization Ceremonies, 2020 Luncheon, 
Unit Meetings and Speakers Bureau. Instead of sending representatives to Washington, D.C. this year, on June 
13 our members will join Leaguers from other states in a Virtual LWVUS Council. 

LWV of Johnson County needs the participation and the skills of each and every member of this League 
in order for us to continue the good work and support that we provide to our communities and to the promotion 
of government and political responsibility. The Annual Meeting, Brunch and Making Democracy Work Award 
to honoree Ruth Hopkins on May 9 demonstrated just how much can be accomplished when many members 
make a modest individual contribution. The meeting was productive, the brunch was delicious, the speech was 
inspiring, and as always, the company was engaging.   
 Again, we look forward to working with all of you this coming year and to 100 percent membership 
participation. In addition, let©s be sure we invite people we know to join the League.  
 

Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee 
 
 

 
 
    Co-Presidents Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee 
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One of the most enjoyable aspects of the League of Women Voters of Johnson County is that half hour before our 

monthly meetings spent with our fellow members and getting to know or to catch up with them. LWV relationships are 
strengthened during this time. In past years our Hospitality Chair(s) have provided coffee for this social time and have 
arranged for various other members to bring the treats. Nancy Martin and Susan Horst did a marvelous job in 08-09 and 
now it is time for new volunteers. Please contact Gwynne Lee or Candy Birch if you would be willing to take on this 
important position. 

Candy Birch, 913-219-2430, candylwv@yahoo.com  
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Good News!  Our League will be able to participate in the LWVUS Virtual Council scheduled for Saturday, June 
13, thanks to LWV Kansas paying the $150 registration fee.  
 
Vir tual Council 

LWVUS is hosting its first “virtual”  National Council. Leagues all over the country will be able to listen in on the 
proceedings via a computer webcast. Thanks to League member Donna Lauffer, we will be able to participate in this event 
at the Central Resource Library at 9875 W. 87th St. on Saturday, June 13, from 12:00 noon until about 3 p.m. LWV 
Kansas is paying the $150 fee to encourage all Leagues in the state to participate.  
 

National Board of Directors member Janis McMillen tells us what to expect: 
·  the President©s report,  
·  an update from the Nominating Committee 
·  a Q&A with a US Senator from North Carolina 
·  a vote on the Resolutions Process for Convention 
·  a vote on the budget 
·  an advocacy update from our lobbyist on League©s advocacy priorities 
·  guidance to the Board 
·  an invitation to Convention 2010 in Atlanta. 

 
Please join us for this opportunity to see what goes on at the national level. We have reserved a room at the 

Central Resource Library on 87th Street on Overland Park from noon until 3 p.m. All are welcome, but Gwynne Lee (913-
599-1018) or Candy Birch (913-219-2430) would appreciate a call to reserve a seat. We want to be sure we have enough 
seats. 

 
Candy Birch, LWV- JoCo Co-President 

 candylwv@yahoo.com  
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The new LWV-JoCo Board for 2009-2010 will have its first organizational meeting on Saturday, June 27, in the 

Nancy Pickard Room at the Central Resource Library at 9:30 a.m. Come help Candy and Gwynne plan a year of meetings 
and activities that will engage our members and encourage others to join in our grassroots advocacy. An e-mail will be 
sent to Board members with more details about the agenda. 
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Bettie Swiontek (center) is presented a League "Voting Is Good for the Constitution" t-shirt in recognition of her 
eight- year  dedication in initiating and organizing the League©s voter registration service that follows the monthly 
Naturalization Ceremonies. Judge David Waxse presided at the April 25 ceremony. On the left is League member Anita 
Tebbe, a member of the Johnson County Bar Association, who organizes components of the ceremonies. 
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Naturalization Ceremonies are held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 5th and State on the last Friday of each 

month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last about 45 minutes. Then we register the new citizens to vote. If anyone is 
interested in attending this very moving ceremony and helping with voter registration, please contact Ann Arnott (913-
495-9539 or annarnott@everestkc.net). Mark your calendar with the date of the next Naturalization Ceremony.  

June 26   Magistrate Gerald L. Rushfelt 
Ann Arnott 

 

" # # $ 
%� � � � � 
 � � � � � � � 
&� � � 
 � 
 
 

President Barbara Stillman reported at the May 9 annual meeting about a very busy and successful year for the 

Johnson County League. After the general meeting, a brunch and presentation was held to honor Ruth Hopkins with the 
League©s annual “Making Democracy Work”  award. 

The League members voted on several changes to the Standing Rules such as Sharing Program Materials, 
Document Retention Policy, Guidelines for Transferring Materials, Expenditures and Dues. The members also voted to 
extend the study on Poverty in Johnson County through 2010. This study began in 2008. 

Recommendations/directions to the Board were as follows: 1) As the League has very solid positions but have not 
advocated these positions vigorously in the past, the Board should appoint an Advocacy person or team to present our 
positions on relevant topics to local governmental agencies. 2) The Board should consider joining with other non-partisan 
groups in the furtherance of our positions to the community. 
 
The following officers were elected for  2009-2010: 
President-Elect                      Harriett Anderson 
First Vice-President              Harriet Duff   (2-year term) 
Secretary                               Edys Cacy      (2-year term) 
 
Board of Directors (for 2-year terms):                  Nominating Committee - 2009-2010: 
International Relations - Nancy Martin                              Barbara Stillman,-Chairman; Carol Snyder and Pat Lanser 
Government - Ann Etter                                               
Observer Corp - Nancy Jefferis                                

Harriett Anderson, secretary 
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Johnson County was well represented at the Kansas League Convention in Great Bend on May 2. Our delegates 
were Edys Cacy, Harriett Anderson, Gwynne Lee, Candy Birch, Lee and Ed Rowe, and Betty Wyckoff. 

Similar to our local chapter©s annual meeting, the Kansas Convention made important decisions on financial 
issues and policies. In lieu of a new study, the delegates agreed to actively and vigorously advocate for the policies 
already in place.  

The convention also included two guest speakers. Stephanie Johnson from the National League presented an 
overview of national priorities: health care, climate change, and election reform. Another highlight was the presentation 
by Dr. Scott Brantley, West Wind energy LLC, who invented a wind turbine that can be used to supply power to smaller 
venues like school district activity centers, farms, and even oil rigs. 

The convention underscored the value of gathering members from chapters all across the state. Advocacy is alive 
and well in Kansas! 
 

Candy Birch, Co-President 
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Members adopted the following Action Resolutions:  

1.  RReessoolluutt iioonn  
Be it resolved that the League of Women Voters of Kansas, meeting in convention at Great Bend, Kansas on May 2, 2009, 
acknowledges the outstanding efforts of Senator marci francisco (*) in sponsoring and promoting legislation that requires the 
payment of the federal minimum wage ($7.25/hour) to employees in Kansas.  This is an important effort in assuring that those who 
are often the most vulnerable to poverty have an opportunity to earn a living wage. We congratulate her and the state of Kansas on its 
passage.        (*She spells her name with lower case letters.) 

Submitted by Linda Johnson,  LWVK MAL 
Background:  More than 50 million Americans do not have health insurance.  According to the  Institute of Medicine  of the  

National Academy of Sciences, the United States is the “only wealthy industrialized nation that does not ensure that all citizens have 
coverage”  (i.e. some kind of insurance.).  Current estimates put U.S. health care spending at approximately 15.2 percent of GDP, 
second only to the tiny Marshall Islands among all United Nations member nations. The health share of GDP is expected to continue 
its historical upward trend, reaching 19.5 percent of GDP by 2017. 
  
22..  RReessoolluutt iioonn  
Whereas, the League of Women Voters of the United States (LWVUS) position on health care calls for a health care system that is 
universal, comprehensive, equitable, and affordable both to individuals and to the nation, whereas, the LWVUS position adopted in 
1993 supports a national health care plan financed through general taxes in place of individual insurance premiums, be it resolved that 
the League of Women Voters of Kansas, meeting in convention at Great Bend, Kansas on May 2, 2009 urges the LWVUS to 
vigorously advocate that a single-payer legislative proposal be included in deliberations of health care reform by Congress and the 
Administration; and that side-by-side comparative analyses of single-payer  proposals with other  proposals for  health care 
reform be part of these deliberations. 

Submitted by Kay Hale.  Lawrence LWV 
3.  RReessoolluutt iioonn  
Be it resolved that the League of Women Voters of Kansas, meeting in convention at Great Bend, Kansas on May 2, 2009 urges 
leaders of the political parties in:  
1) the Senate Ethics and Elections Committee and 2) the House Elections Committee  
to change Kansas law to require any organizations that sponsor a political campaign “ issue ad”  to report the sources of their  
funding and their  expenditures to an appropriate governmental agency; disclosure would be required prior to any voting. 
 
4.  RReessoolluutt iioonn  
Whereas, there is an urgent need to fund necessary state services, and, whereas there is an urgent and pressing need for additional 
income, now, therefore, be it resolved that the League of Women Voters of Kansas, meeting in convention at Great Bend, Kansas on 
May 2, 2009, hereby requests the state legislature leadership to conduct an interim study of the taxation system to find opportunities 
for efficiency and simplification, to evaluate the appropriateness of tax exemptions, and to explore other  tax solutions, such as 
raising the state income taxes, that would enhance equitable funding of the state.  

Submitted by Linda Johnson,  LWVK MAL 
5. Suggested directions to the board of LWVK but not passed in convention: to advocate in the Kansas legislative committees and 
with individual legislators to change the Kansas tax laws to exempt medicine and food items from taxes. 
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Washington, DC – A delegation of members and staff of the League of Women Voters will travel to Russia May 11 
through May 23. The two week trip will visit Moscow, Kaluga and St. Petersburg, where they will meet with government 
officials, U.S. Embassy staff, NGO leaders, and friends and partners. The League is working with Friendship Force 
International, an expert in cultural exchanges, in organizing this citizen exchange to Russia.  A key component of this trip 
is to reconnect with alumni of the League’s Civic Hosting Programs. 

“ I am excited to see this first-ever citizen exchange by League members to Russia,”  said Mary G. Wilson, national 
President of the League of Women Voters. “Connecting with civil society organizations in Russia will help to strengthen 
the relationship between the two countries.”   

“The League is privileged to have this opportunity to travel to Russia to learn and discuss current issues about its 
democracy, particularly as it impacts women and elections,”  said Zaida Arguedas, Senior Director of Global Democracy 
Programs. “Since 1999 the League has been working with Russian partners, and this exchange will allow us to expand our 
work in the region.”   

The Global Democracy Program of the League of Women Voters Education Fund has hosted delegations of Russian 
leaders through grants from the Open World Leadership Center since 2005. In total, 15 Leagues have hosted 100 Russian 
citizens in 14 states. The Civic Hosting Program works to increase mutual understanding between the United States and 
participating countries, and it enables leaders from Eastern Europe and Eurasian countries to experience American 
democracy and civil society in action. Through this program Russian delegates are hosted in the home of League members 
for a week while they participate in programs on American democracy, politics, and citizenship. The League members 
and staff will be exposed to a similar program on contemporary Russian democracy and politics, including home stays in 
the homes of several of the individuals hosted by Leagues. 

The League delegation will first visit Moscow to reunite with partners and friends of the League. Then the delegation will 
travel to Kaluga to be hosted by Russian families who were previously hosted in the U.S. by the Leagues of Calvert 
County, MD; Broward County, FL; and Sedalia-Pettis County, MO. The exchange will conclude in St. Petersburg where 
the delegation will reunite with other Open World alumni. 

 

Join the League of Women Voters

      The League of Women Voters is the organization where hands-on work to safeguard democracy leads to civic 
improvement. Add your voice to over 150,000 League members and supporters across the country in making democracy 
work. 
     Join the League of Women Voters, a respected national grassroots organization, where individuals like you are 
actively engaged in creating positive change on the local, state, and national levels. Become a member and serve as a 
leader in your community, and work to shape the important issues that keep our communities strong. 
     We are - 

·  Acting as a force to create positive, lasting change in our communities� �
·  Empowering millions of voters to protect their right to vote.� �
·  Educating citizens and fostering dialogue on pertinent issues - from healthcare and climate change to openness 

in government.� �
·  Working to ensure that�ALL votes are counted and�ALL voices are heard.� �
·  Preserving our constitutional rights.� �
·  Working together to make democracy work!� �

      We believe that sensible, responsible civil discourse and action based on substance rather than partisanship is essential 
for civic improvement. We believe that with leaders like you, we can make democracy work.�
      Join us and be part of the solution! Your  community needs leaders like you to participate in order  to be a 
strong, safe and vibrant place to live. Become a member  and make an impact in your  community.  ��
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Please remember to renew your League membership by mailing your dues, along with the form on page 7. 

Membership dues should be received by August 1. 
 
 
 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY MEMBERSHIP FORM 
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ber __________________ 
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pdated local roster 
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ber and am
ount   _____________________________ 
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C
heck sent to treasurer. 

Name    _________________________________  Home Phone: ____________________________  

Address _________________________________  Work Phone:  ____________________________  

   _________________________________  E-Mail  _______________________________ 

          May we send you our newsletter The Voter via e-mail? 

Your profession: __________________________                                                          ____ Yes  ____ No 
I  first joined LWV in ______________________   I  prefer an e-mailed membership directory. ______ 
        I  will pick up a paper copy at a meeting. _________ 
            

Please select type of membership.   Payment at this time covers membership through July 1, 2010. 

___Individual   $55*       ___Supporting   $75        ___Student   $20  (requires ½ time course enrollment) 

___Household   $82.50           ___Sustaining   $100              

*  $55 = Local $9, State $18, National $28.           Dues are not tax-deductible.                                                               

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT: _____________  
Please consider a separate check for a tax-deductible contribution to the JoCo LWV Education Fund. This is 
an opportunity to help the LWV of Johnson County continue our service to the community through our forums 
and other special programs.  

Please return this form with your check no later than August 1, 2009.  Thank you! 

 LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY  
 c/o Rita Einspahr , membership co-chair   Or call 913-381-9770 for more information 
 4217 W. 97th Terrace, Over land Park, KS 66207  

LWV is a volunteer organization that depends on member commitment. 

1.  I am willing to serve and I will be available to work on a committee or study program:    
 ____ Social Policy (Education, Child Care, Mental Health, Health) 
 ____ Natural Resources (Environment, Land Use, Water) 
 ____ International Relations (Foreign Policy, UN, National Security, Trade) 
 ____ Government  

2.  I can help the League with the following:  
 ____ General meeting preparations  
 ____ Member of an Ad Hoc committee that does one-time projects 
 ____ Observer Corps - this commitment can be shared with another member 
 ____ Promotion of League in community 
 ____ Finance (planning for the future) 
 ____ Public speaking or researching 
 ____ Voter service 
 ____ General 
 ____ Special events:  parades, booths at local festivals, etc. 
 ____ E-mailing the monthly newsletter  
 ____ Telephone tree for legislative action and announcements  
 ____ Computer/clerical assistance (occasionally needed) 
 ____ Member Assistance 
      ____ I need a ride to League meetings 
     ____ I can provide a ride for a fellow Leaguer to meetings 
 ____ Mentor to a new member   


 
 

City            State            Zip 



       

Making Democracy Work Nomination for  Ruth Hopkins  
by Elaine Giessel 

 
Let©s admit it: garbage is just not glamorous!  We all have to deal with it, but there aren©t many women involved 

in waste disposal beyond setting out trash curbside. And even that seems to be a “guy thing”  at my house. 
When I was first appointed to the Johnson County Solid Waste Management Committee in 2002, representing the 

League, our award winner Ruth Hopkins was the only other woman serving on the 15-member advisory panel. I was 
reminded very much of the “good old garbage boys”  system that I knew back in Texas when I worked in solid waste 
management.  

But, Ruth Hopkins sure helped shake things up in Johnson County!  About the time that the County was required 
to do a major revision of its Solid Waste Plan, Ruth agreed to serve as chair of the Solid Waste Management Committee. 
Under her very able leadership, this committee, with input from public stakeholders and expert guidance from staff and 
consultants, developed a progressive 20-year Solid Waste Plan for Johnson County.  

Ruth demonstrated a real commitment to making significant positive changes to the way waste is handled here. 
With the goal of controlling future disposal costs for the citizens of Johnson County, she supported measures that included 
implementing meaningful waste reduction efforts and rectifying inequities of service and fees.   

Ruth has also been involved in a number of different areas as a member of the Prairie Village City Council since 
1992. Her present term expires 2012. Ruth©s years of experience in local government were invaluable in addressing the 
issues associated with having to engage multiple municipalities within the county.  

Her biography includes the following accomplishments: 
·        President of Prairie Village City Council, 1998-1999. 
·        Numerous Chairs and Co-Chairs of council committees. 
·        Prairie Village Representative on Council of Mayors’  Metropolitan Human Relations Commission. 
·        Member Kansas City Metropolitan Council of Councils. 
·        Steering committee for 1998 Congress of Cities in KCMO. 
·        National Congress of Cities Committees 1994 -1995. 
·        National Community and Economic Development Committees 1995 -2002. 
·        National League of Cities Advisory Council. 
·        Johnson County Solid Waste Management Committee, 2002. 
·        Chair of the SWMC in 2008 and 2009.  
·        Active on the Prairie Village City Council in Sustainability efforts, including attending a week-long seminar          
for public elected officials at Shadowcliff on sustainability. 
·        Strongly supports Prairie Village©s commitment to address climate change. 
·        Involved with the Johnson County Climate Protection Planning group. 
·        Supportive of the work of the Environmental Committee of Prairie Village. 

 
Ruth is a tireless worker on behalf of her community yet still has a job at Research Medical Center, KCMO.  

She and her husband Fred Hopkins are members of Kansans for Faithful Citizenship, a group of people of faith pledged to 
support candidates and policies which have the common good as their focus. Based on the Golden Rule and the teachings 
of every faith, they are committed to defending what belongs to all of us – our values and ideals, resources, security and 
governance.  

I have known Ruth Hopkins now for almost seven years and she has earned my respect. Polly Swafford and I 
nominated her for this award because she deserves to be recognized for her long-term commitment to Johnson County 
citizens. She is one of the “worker bees”  who keep our government running effectively. She literally “makes democracy 
work,”  and that©s no garbage! 
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No Experience Required  
Work Close to Home at Pre-determined Times 

 
Job Title:   Member Observer Corps 

Essential Functions:   (1) Observe (without participating) a public meeting and/or board. Wear a LWV button. 

(2) Write a short report of the meeting to be shared with another Leaguer through the VOTER. 

Other Responsibility:  Promote LWV in the community by being visible and by helping to educate the community about 
LWV and LWV members about the community. 

Desirable Qualification: Willingness to help LWV 

To apply:   Contact Nancy Jefferis  (nancyfj@everestkc.net or 913-631-4441) 

�
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Learn about your community and help League prepare for action 
�
� � 
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Chairman Charley Vogt welcomed a new member and other guests. He described the orientation process for new 
board members. A recent increase in library attendance was probably due to the recession.  

Marsha Daley, of Friends of Jo. Co. Library, announced the theme for the new advocacy campaign “Why Library 
Matters.”  Planned events include a June 9-13 book sale at Metcalf South.  

Scott Zerger announced two grants had been awarded to the Jo.Co. Library Foundation, one grant was for $25,000 to 
enhance the program through the Health Foundation, and the other grant was $27,000 to extend programs. 

County Librarian Donna Lauffer introduced the accountant on assignment to work with Administrative Manager 
Diana Graves. She also commented on the success of the Story Recordings in cooperation with fathers/daughters that will 
be filed with the Library of Congress. The Teen Fashion Show was videotaped. She also asked the board to review the 
statistical summary, which showed an increase in circulation, as well as in library attendance. 

Library report: ....its structure, organization, methodology and technology are going well. Technology process is 
continuing to improve. A committee will establish guidelines and priorities. They are working with county ITS resource 
personnel. Finally, the library anticipates a decrease in purchase of books in 2010. 

Brian Young, of Overland Park, described the need to continue the operation of Leawood Library on Friday nights. 
He had heard there was a possibility it would be closed at that time as a part of an economy measure. A chess club serving 
various ages has met there for several years and is convenient for a number of reasons. His request will be considered. 

Election of new officers was approved. Jim Berger replaced Charley Vogt as Chair. The outgoing Chair presented 
each board member with a book, which they were asked to donate to the library. Donna Lauffer presented the outgoing 
Chair with a gavel and a book entitled “American Patriot Almanac.”  Carol Snyder is Vice-Chairman and Secretary, and 
Kristin Hansen will be treasurer.  

Meeting continued with approval of two items on the Consent Agenda and discussion of information items. A 
document describing Confidentiality of Records was approved. �

Submitted by Dorothy Blackburn 
�
Johnson County WaterOne Board -- May 12, 2009 
Officers: Bob Reese of Burns & McDonnell Engineers is the new board chairman; Bob Olson is the vice chair. 
Lab upgrade:  A $4.6 million contract for lab building upgrades was approved.  The design permits later expansion; it is 
expected to serve needs through 2040. 
Identity theft prevention: Per a Federal Trade Commission requirement, staff will research ways to prevent water bills 
being used in identity theft.  One possibility is stating that WaterOne hasn’ t assured the identity of the person whose name 
is on the bill. 
Wastewater outlet location: Discussions continue with Johnson County Wastewater over its desire to move an outlet to a 
new location upstream from WaterOne’s intake on the Kansas River.  To date KDHE has been reluctant about any change 
due to concerns about contamination getting into the intake, especially during high rain flow. One complicating factor is 
development of the area from Lawrence to I-435 that’s resulted in heavy rain flows triple those anticipated in 1998. 

Submitted by Ellen Miller 
�
�
�



       

Recent  U.S. Senate Votes 

Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act of 2009 - Vote Passed (92-4, 3 Not Voting)  The Senate passed this bill intended to 
combat fraud at financial institutions that receive federal money. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES  
Confirmation of Kathleen Sebelius to be Secretary of Health and Human Services - Vote Confirmed (65-31, 3 Not 
Voting)  The Senate confirmed the nomination of Kansas Gov. Kathleen Sebelius to head HHS. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES      Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES  
Budget Conference Repor t - Vote Agreed to (53-43, 3 Not Voting)  The Senate approved the conference report for the 2010 
fiscal year budget resolution. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO  
Amendment to Helping Families Save Their  Homes Act of 2009 - Vote Rejected (45-51, 3 Not Voting)  This amendment 
to let judges cut the mortgage principal of homeowners failed to garner the 60 votes needed to approve it. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO  
Helping Families Save Their  Homes Act of 2009 - Vote Passed (91-5, 3 Not Voting) The Senate passed this bill intended to 
prevent foreclosures and improve mortgage credit availability. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES    Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES 
Cloture Motion; Nomination of David Hayes to be Deputy Secretary of the Inter ior  - Vote Rejected (57-39, 3 Not 
Voting)  The Senate failed to get the sixty votes required to bring the nomination of David Hayes to a full vote, making him 
the first Obama appointee whose nomination has been stopped on the Senate floor. The nomination will likely be brought up 
again later in the year. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted NO 
Credit Cardholders' Bill of Rights Act of 2009 - Vote Passed (90-5, 4 Not Voting)  The Senate passed this bill that would 
impose restrictions on credit card issuers, including their ability to raise interest rates and charge late fees. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES 
Supplemental Appropr iations Act, 2009 - Vote Passed (86-3, 10 Not Voting)  The Senate passed this $91.3 billion bill 
providing funds for the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. The bill now goes to a conference committee with the House. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES     Sen. Pat Rober ts voted YES 

Recent  U.S. House Votes 

Congressional Budget for  Fiscal Year  2010 - Vote Passed (233-193, 7 Not Voting)  The House passed the conference 
report for the 2010 fiscal year budget resolution. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Local Law Enforcement Hate Cr imes Prevention Act - Vote Passed (249-175, 10 Not Voting)   
The House approved this bill that would provide local jurisdictions with funds to prosecute hate crimes. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Credit Cardholders' Bill of Rights Act of 2009 - Vote Passed (357-70, 7 Not Voting)  The House passed this bill that 
intends to place new restrictions on credit card companies. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Fraud Enforcement and Recovery Act - Vote Passed (367-59, 1 Present, 6 Not Voting)  The House passed this fraud 
enforcement bill with an amendment to create a commission to investigate the causes of the financial crisis, sending the bill 
back to the Senate for its approval. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Mor tgage Reform and Anti-Predatory Lending Act - Vote Passed (300-114, 19 Not Voting)  The House approved this 
bill to reform mortgage lending practices. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
21st Century Green High-Per forming Public School Facilities Act - Vote Passed (275-155, 3 Not Voting)  The House 
passed this bill that intends to modernize, renovate, and repair public school facilities. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Supplemental Appropr iations, FY 2009 - Vote Passed (368-60, 5 Not Voting)  The House approved this bill to provide 
funding for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, security improvements in Pakistan and the national pandemic flu response. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
FAA Reauthor ization Act - Vote Passed (277-136, 20 Not Voting)  This bill authorizes $70 billion in Federal Aviation 
Administration funding through September 2012. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
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Saturday 
June 13 

LWVUS Vir tual Council: Noon- 3 p.m., Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th Street, Overland Park, KS 

Fr iday  
June 26 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas City, 
Kansas; Magistrate Gerald L. Rushfelt presiding 

Saturday 
June 27 

LWV Board Meeting: 9:30 a.m. Nancy Pickard Room, Central Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th Street, 
Overland Park, KS 

 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 
OF JOHNSON COUNTY 
9531 MEADOW LANE 
LEAWOOD KS 66206 
 


