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Special Presentation�

“Making Democracy Work” award: Ruth Hopkins, recipient 
 

Speaker: Ruth Hopkins 
“Why Public Service Is Important to Me” 

 
Brunch: $15 

Make check payable to: JoCo LWV 
Mail to: 14725 Hadley 

Overland Park, KS 66223 
Please respond by April 25. 

 
We look forward to seeing you 
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     To serve as President of the Johnson County League has been a rewarding and educational experience for me. It takes not only a 
dedicated board, but all members to make the League an important contributor to the community. I want to thank each member for her 
or his participation in supporting the League. It is never possible to foresee what will come up during the year, and I always had 
someone to help or advise me when such incidents occurred. 
     I am most grateful to Janis McMillen, National Board Member, Diane Kuhn, State President, and Lee Rowe, State Treasurer for 
their support. How lucky Johnson County is to have three members in important positions! They have acquired a breadth of 
knowledge and have the willingness to continue to help us at the local level. A big thank you to these ladies. 
     We had national, state and local elections this past year, and citizens asked the League to help in registering voters, helping at the 
polls and running non-partisan forums and debates to educate the public on issues and positions held by those running for office. It is 
important for us to maintain the reputation of the League nationwide by conducting ourselves in a non-partisan manner when 
representing the League. 
      I want to personally thank the officers and board for the support they have shown throughout the League. 
     Co-Presidents Elect - Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee  I can guarantee the League is in most responsible hands for the coming 
year. Both presidents-elect have helped in many ways throughout the year. Candy has prepared questions and gifts at the meetings on 
local issues to help make the members aware of the League’s positions. She arranged for a new local positions booklet to be printed 
and distributed. She served as moderator at one of the most successful Let’s Talk Issues programs at the Community College. She was 
always willing to pitch in and help no matter what the need. Gwynne has undertaken a very large project that will make the League 
run more smoothly in the future. She has developed a retention policy and sifted through thousands of files and documents to 
determine what should be kept and how to best pass on the important papers needed for future officers and members. Like Candy, she 
was always willing to help when needed.   
     1st Vice President - Ann Arnott was in charge of programs for the past two years and has done an outstanding job of providing 
great speakers and interesting programs. This year we have had speakers on the environment, poverty in Johnson County, the electoral 
college, impact of the state budget and both water and national popular vote studies. Ann also helped plan the Christmas Party and 
Annual Meeting Luncheon. 
     Secretary - Harriet Anderson has written the minutes of the Annual Meetings and the board meetings. She has done an accurate 
job which is important because it provides a written record of the business of our League. This is a praiseworthy accomplishment 
when sometimes confronted with many persons talking at once. 
     Second Vice Presidents Sandy Ackerson and Harriet Duff have worked diligently to get the Annual Meeting Booklet printed for 
the Annual Meeting. In addition they prepared a new Directory of Elected Officials. They helped to select the recipient for the Making 
Democracy Work Award and to obtain the award.  Sandy has made many presentations for the Speaker’s Bureau, and Harriet has 
helped her with the equipment. Harriet has taken over the sale of “Voting is Good for the Constitution” T-shirts and sweatshirts in 
varying colors and styles, which are available for sale. This has been a successful fundraiser for the League. 
     Treasurer - Betty Wyckoff has been in charge of the financial statements and has kept an accurate record of our income and 
expenses. She has done a great job of keeping track of how our money is spent and making certain we meet our obligations to the state 
and national league. Betty also helped on the retention policy committee. 
     The Board members have all contributed in different ways to make the League run smoothly. 
     Paula Schwach as Government Chair has written letters to all candidates for the primary and general elections inviting them to 
participate in our candidate forums. She has helped at various forums in the community. Her experience has helped us revise positions 
of the League and participate in the forums.      
     Jodie Dietz as Voter Services Chair undertook a tremendous job this year with state, local, and county elections in the summer, fall 
and spring. She arranged many forums that were televised at the Johnson County Community College. She had to contact all the 
candidates to schedule their times as well as arranging for League members to help as moderators, timekeepers and questioners. The 
League was asked to participate in other forums in the county, and Jodie made certain that all went smoothly. 
     Nan Wilson - International Relations has arranged interesting meetings for her group on hot spots in the world as well as leading 
the Great Decisions programs in the spring. Her advice was always helpful to me. She served on the committee to draw up a retention 
policy and sort through boxes of documents to determine what would be kept. Nan has applied to the Global Democracy Program to 
have our League host visitors from one of the former Soviet Republics. This is a large undertaking and involves housing, educating 



       

and entertaining the guests. We hope this will come to fruition during the next year. 
     Co-membership Chairs Rita Einspahr and Kari Sime have done a great job keeping track of the membership of our League. They 
have been not only at our monthly meetings with name tags organized in an efficient new way, but have also gone to League events 
and helped greet people and passed out League literature. Of course, they were always ready to encourage visitors to join the League 
as well as those who attended the election and candidate events. 
     Marian Wade - Observer Corps has organized those who attend and report on the various county meetings including the Johnson 
County District #1 Board meetings, the Johnson County Community College Board of Trustees meetings and Johnson County Library 
Board meetings.  Reports of the meetings appeared in the Voter. 
     Natural Resources - Elaine Giessel had a busy year working on the state water study. She presented a program to our local league 
to inform us of what the state group had learned and recommended. She has worked on other environmental issues including solid 
waste and natural resources. Elaine was appointed to represent the League in assisting with a transportation study. 
     Social Policy - Ann Sanders has worked to plan the Annual Meeting Brunch and Making Democracy Work Award.  She has given 
presentations to inform members of the community about the work of the League. 
     Senior Advisor - Myrna Stringer provided an invaluable service to the officers and board this year with her knowledge of the by-
laws and policies of the League. She was always willing to find the answer to any question that came up during meetings or requests 
made to the League. She also contributed helpful information as a member of the retention committee.  
     Speaker’s Bureau - Gail Rodriguez helped develop a policy for the speaker’s this year to share our work with other leagues as 
long as we are given credit. This has been a busy year for the bureau with many presentation on building democracy, Electoral College 
and air quality. 
     VOTER Editor - Ann Norbury keeps us all informed on what is going on in the League. She does a terrific job publishing the 
newsletter each month. She always has a sense of what is happening with the League and seeks out members to write articles of 
interest to all members. 
     Polly Swafford has helped proofread the VOTER and has started a new column called Board Briefs. This is a way for members to 
know what happens at board meetings. 
 
     Off-Board Members also play an important part in keeping the League running smoothly. Dolores Furtado arranges for the 2020 
Celebration each year. This year we were entertained by the harpist from the Kansas City Symphony and listened to an interesting 
speaker on the subject of the impact of race and gender on media coverage of political campaigns. Hospitality Chairpersons, Susan 
Horst and Nancy Martin made certain we had coffee and treats at all of our meetings as well as decorated and helped at both the 
Christmas party and Annual Meeting Brunch. This is a difficult job, and we all appreciate their contributions. Ann Etter and her 
telephone tree of callers reminded members of meeting dates and called to relay any other necessary information. Mark Adamson 
keeps the website up to date, and Bradley Applebaum sends out the VOTER by e-mail as well as action alerts and notices to the 
membership. Peggy Neal answers the League telephone, and she and Beth Markley mail the VOTER to those without e-mail. Bob 
Jeffries has made certain that we have a working sound system for our meetings. We appreciate his contribution. Parliamentarian Pat 
Martin is a tremendous help in preparing for the annual meeting. She writes the script, and she is available to answer questions and 
make sure that the rules are followed. 
     We are sorry to see Bettie Swiontek leave Johnson County, but wish her well in her new home. She has made certain that new 
citizens have an opportunity to register to vote after the Naturalization ceremonies. We all thank Bettie for her many years of greeting 
new citizens and providing them with information about voting.  
     The Nominating Committee headed by Royceann Mather has nominated a great slate of officers and board members for the 
coming year. They took their job seriously and selected individuals they knew would be successful leaders for the future. 
     Thank you to all of the above and also to all members for their various contributions throughout the year. Some have been 
advocates, writing to congressmen and senators, traveling to Topeka to oppose the coal-fired plants and to demonstrate in favor of 
alternative energy sources. Many participated in the candidate forums and helped register new voters. Our democracy only works with 
active and informed citizens. The League plays an important part in our community of educating and advocating. 

Barbara Stillman 
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Delegates at LWVUS Convention 2008 voted to study the advisability of using the National Popular Vote (NPV) 

Compact among the states as a method for electing the U.S. President. 
The National Popular Vote Compact Proposal 

The National Popular Vote Compact proposal offers a method of achieving the result of election of the President 
by popular vote without amending the Constitution to eliminate the Electoral College. Instead, this method uses the 
mechanism of the Electoral College to ensure that the candidate who receives the most popular votes is elected President 
of the United States.  

Under the proposed legislation to enact the National Popular Vote Compact, all of each state’s electoral votes 
would be awarded to the presidential candidate who receives the most popular votes in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia. The bill would take effect only when enacted, in identical form, by states possessing a majority of the electoral 
votes—that is, enough electoral votes to elect a President (270 of 538) 

The National Popular Vote Compact was the topic for our April 4 general meeting. For background information 
on this topic, as well as the pro and con positions, check the League website: www.lwv.org, then type Popular Vote in the 
search box. 
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The following responses to the National Popular Vote Compact Study Consensus were submitted for LWV of Johnson 
County as recorded by Barbara Stillman, President. 
 
Amending the Constitution: 
1. Actions by states through a compact process is an acceptable way to alter the method for electing the President and Vice-President. 
2. Despite the novelty of the use of the compact approach to address a fundamental constitutional issue such as voting, the League 
should support the NPV Compact as a way of achieving an important goal. 
 
Congressional Consent 
3. The possibility that the NPV Compact will require congressional consent is not of sufficient concern to block the implementation of 
the plan. 
 
Enforcement 
4. Although it is not possible to determine whether the enforcement provisions will be sufficient to assure smooth operation of the 
plan, the plan should be passed anyway 
 
Uniformity 
5. The NPV Compact is more important than uniformity of voting systems because it would succeed in achieving the popular election 
of the President. 
 
Popular Election of the President 
6. It is more important to achieve the goal of national popular election of the President than it is to achieve the goal of abolition of the 
Electoral College. 
 
Achievability 
7a.  The NPV Compact will have problems being passed because of the need for congressional consideration and the need for action 
by so many states.    Agreed 
7b.  A constitutional amendment to establish the direct popular election of the President and the abolition of the Electoral College will 
continue to have problems being passed.    Agreed  
 
Additional Comments: 

Many members thought the questions were not well worded. Some thought it was better to abolish the Electoral College, but 
the NPV was an alternative, yet they had no way to express this and had to choose one or the other. Several were concerned the 
compact idea would end up in the courts and be tied up for a long time. Others questioned whether Congress would have to support 
the idea for it to be accepted. Many thought it was worth a try and a pragmatic way around the Electoral College, but a minority 
thought that was not reason enough to support it and wanted a constitutional solution to abolish the present method. Some members 
were concerned about an increase in illegal voting. 
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Our League by-laws explain the process for electing our officers and Board of Directors; Article V deals with the 
election of officers and their rotation. “The first Vice President and the Secretary shall be elected in odd numbered years. 
The second Vice President and Treasurer are elected in even numbered years.” (The treasurer's term actually ends on June 
30, the end of the fiscal year.) 

The Board of Directors includes the officers, seven elected and not more than seven appointed Directors. Elected 
Directors shall be elected, four in even numbered years and three in odd numbered years, and shall serve for a term of two 
years. Appointed directors serve for one year only. 

In May 2008, we elected co-presidents-elect Candi Birch and Gwynne Lee. Their terms as presidents will start 
on May 9, 2009. We also elected Betty Wyckhoff as treasurer; she is serving a two-year term. 
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Officers 
President-Elect: Harriett Anderson  (1 yr term) 
1st Vice President: Harriett Duff  (2 yr term) 
Secretary: Edys Cacy  (2 yr term) 
 
Board of Directors 
International Relations: Nancy Martin  (2 year term) 
Government: Ann Etter (2 year term) 
Observer Corp: Nancy Jefferies (2 year term) 
 
Nominating Committee 2009-2010 
Barbara Stillman, Chair; Carol Snyder and Pat Lanser 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Royceann Mather, Chair,  

Myrna Stringer, Janis McMillen, Carol Snyder and Marian Wade 
 
 

 
Congratulations to Prairie Village Councilwoman Ruth Hopkins 
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The League congratulates our 2009 Making Democracy Work Award recipient, Prairie Village Councilwoman 
Ruth Hopkins. She has served Johnson County in many capacities. Most recently, under her leadership, the Solid Waste 
Management Committee developed a progressive 20-year Solid Waste Plan for Johnson County. As was stated in her 
nomination, “Ruth Hopkins is one of the ‘worker bees’ who keep government running efficiently.”  

Come and celebrate Ruth Hopkins’ contributions at our Annual Meeting on May 9, 2009. Tickets for the brunch 
are $15 each. If you did not have an opportunity to reserve your ticket(s) at the April LWV meeting, please call and let 
Betty know that you are sending your check for your reservation(s). A reminder:  the caterer needs information on the 
number of attendees by April 25. Mail your check to JoCo LWV c/o Betty Wyckoff, 14725 Hadley, Overland Park, KS 
66223; (wyckoffbr@yahoo.com or 913-897-1575). 

Ann Sanders 
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April 4 meeting: The board voted to have printed 2,500 copies of the booklet Welcome Citizen to disperse at 
naturalization ceremonies. Ann Arnott, chairman of the Immigration Committee, explained that the Wyandotte chapter of 
LWV, which has provided half of the booklets, is no longer active and suggested inviting the Wyandotte members to join 
our chapter and also to share their mailing list of interested persons. 

The board discussed providing on-line membership application forms. Kari Sime shared forms from New York 
and Lawrence, KS.  

President Barbara Stillman introduced guidelines for speakers who share outreach educational programs.  
Nan Wilson reported that the KCMO-LWV will host a group of visitors from Kyrgyzstan next fall. Our JC League will 
assist in planning for their visit.  �

� Polly Swafford 
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The following policy was approved at the March LWV Board meeting. 
The Johnson County League of Women Voters recognizes that it will occasionally, in the fulfillment of its 

outreach and education missions, develop programs and initiatives that provide information on a variety of topics. It is the 
intent of the League that such materials be available to other League chapters as requested, as long as the Leagues' use of 
such materials be in support of similar educational purposes as our own. Further, other Leagues will agree not to change 
or modify program content, with the exception that introductory slides may be modified to identify speakers. The Johnson 
County League of Women Voters will receive recognition as the owner and developer of the content and programs. 
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Naturalization Ceremonies are held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 5th and State on the last Friday of each 
month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last about 45 minutes. Then we register the new citizens to vote. If anyone is 
interested in attending this very moving ceremony and helping with voter registration, please contact Bettie Swiontek 
(booklady@kc.rr.com or 913-362-4918).  

Please mark your calendar with dates of upcoming Naturalization Ceremonies.  
April 24  Magistrate Judge David J. Waxse 
May 22   Magistrate Judge James P. O’Hara 
June 26   Magistrate Gerald L. Rushfelt 

Bettie Swiontek 
�
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Plan to attend League’s annual meeting on May 9 at 9 a.m., which will be followed by a brunch.  
When you sign in, please pick up your copy of the annual report. Thanks to Pat Martin, parliamentarian, for her 

assistance with the business of the meeting. 
Membership will vote on the proposed 2009-2010 budget and the slate of officers and directors. We will also vote 

on changes to the standing rules, which include membership dues and a limit of $50 in unauthorized spending. To review 
these items, check your April 2009 VOTER newsletter (available online at www.lwvjoco.org). 

Please note that the May 9 meeting begins promptly at 9 a. m. We have not scheduled a social time prior to the 
meeting, as we will have ample time to socialize after the meeting and during the 10:30 a.m. brunch. 
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The Board decided this year that our League should have a Document Retention Policy and Guidelines for 

Transferring Materials. It is important that our League retain documents in a uniform and consistent manner and also, 
conform to policies of National League and State League. 

In response to the Board’s decision, Committee Members Gwynne Lee, Barbara Stillman, Myrna Stringer, Nan 
Wilson and Betty Wyckoff reviewed many boxes of documents, along with policies of the National and State League and 
prepared a Document Retention Policy and Guidelines for Transferring Materials. The Board adopted the Policy and 
Guidelines at the April 2009 Board Meeting. 

A ‘Big Thanks’ to all of the Committee Members for their contribution and hard work and to the League 
Chairpersons for providing inventories of their documents and materials and for the resource and information provided by 
Janis McMillen, LWVUS Board of Directors and Diane Kuhn, LWVK State President. 

 
DOCUMENT RETENTION POLICY 

 
PERMANENT FILE:  Annual Reports 
    Annual Meeting Minutes 
    Annual Treasurers’ & Auditors Reports 
    Board Manuals 
    Board Meeting Minutes 
    Budgets 
    Bylaws 
    Local Study Programs 
 
RETAIN 5-YEARS:  Treasurers’ Reports 
    Vouchers and Receipts (Cancelled checks, bank statements, tax forms) 
    *LWVUS suggests financial files should be retained  for 7-years, in case of audits. 
    Publications 
 
RETAIN 2-YEARS:  Annual Reports to LWVUS 
    Board Lists 
    Membership Directories 
    VOTER newsletters 
    Voter Handbooks 
    *VOTERS & Voter Handbooks transferred to Historian after 2-years. 
 
HISTORIAN:   Historical Items 
    Photo Albums 
    Newspaper Articles 
 

GUIDELINES  
The following guidelines are recommended for transferring materials from an outgoing Chairperson to an incoming 

Chairperson. The guidelines will assist our members in understanding how materials and information are disseminated throughout the 
organization. It can serve as a guide for delegation of responsibilities and, when followed, will prevent confusion and ensure that the 
materials are transferred in a consistent, orderly and efficient manner. 
 
PRIOR TO TRANSFER: 
1.  Each Chairperson should review all the boxes of materials in their possession and prepare an Inventory of the materials. 
2.  Boxes should be marked “Numerically” on the outside of the Box, with Labels  or with a black Magic Marker (Ex: Box #1 of 3, 
Box #2 of 3, Box #3 of 3, etc.) 
3.  Each box should contain a separate Inventory of the contents that are in that individual box.  (Ex: Inventory for Box #1, Inventory 
for Box #2, Inventory for Box #3, etc.) 
 
TRANSFER  
1.  All materials, along with a description of the responsibilities for that position, are to be transferred to the incoming Chairpersons on 
a date certain that has been established by the Board. 
2.  The outgoing Chairperson will be available to answer questions that the incoming Chairperson may have concerning the materials 
that are being transferred. 
3.  Each outgoing Chairperson must provide a copy of their Inventory to the President to ensure that the President is aware of all 
materials that are in the League’s possession. 
4.  Board members may obtain copies of the Inventory, via e-mail, from the President, if needed. 
            
�
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Learn about your community and help League prepare for action 
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March 30 meeting was held at SM North High School. The program included highlights of SM North and 
recognition of PTA Citizenship Contest winners. 

The Open Forum featured two patrons voicing concerns about changes of many programs and the possible lay-off 
of many teachers with upcoming budget cuts. The 2-20-09 Financial Report with budget projections was submitted. 
Consideration of Appeal of Student Expulsion E 09-6 and E 09-7 was announced as well. Business included approval 
of Trade Change Orders and other items related to bidding and recommended vendors with total prices. 

--Submitted by Virginia Johnson 
�
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April 14, 2009 meeting 

• A public hearing was held on a proposed Benefit Area for a new 12” water main on 91st Street in western Lenexa.  
The area includes undeveloped land and some large lots with homes. Currently, homeowners get free water from 
a 1960s Olathe water main that goes through their property. A homeowner was told that future tie-in fees would 
be likely should they want to switch from Olathe water. The Benefit Area was approved. 

• WaterOne is starting discussions with Leawood about a reservoir and pump station at 147th and Nall.  Leawood’s 
process includes public meetings with neighbors and subdivisions as well as creating a physical model of the 
project. The goal is an interlocal agreement for this improvement.  

• By the end of April, WaterOne will send to the Corps of Engineers a letter of interest concerning a feasibility 
study of the Missouri River Bed Degradation. Erosion threatens future river water intake during low flow periods. 
MidAmerica Regional Council (MARC) is facilitating planning discussions of parties such as WaterOne, KC 
Power & Light and Missouri Department of Transportation. Those parties would pay 50 percent of the estimated 
$3 million for the feasibility study; federal funds would pay for the remaining 50 percent. 

--Submitted by Ellen Miller 
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Recent U.S. Senate Votes 

Confirmation of Ronald Kirk to be U.S. Trade Representative – Vote Confirmed (92-5, 2 Not Voting)  Ron Kirk was 
confirmed as U.S. Trade Representative. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted YES     Sen. Pat Roberts voted YES  
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 – Vote Passed (77-20, 2 Not Voting)  The Senate passed this package 
of legislation related to public lands, national parks and water development. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Roberts voted YES  
The Edward M. Kennedy Serve America Act – Vote Passed (79-19, 1 Not Voting)  The Senate passed this national 
service bill which would increase the number of AmeriCorps volunteers from 75,000 to 250,000 and designate September 
11 as a national day of service and remembrance. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Roberts voted NO 
Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for FY 2010 – Vote Agreed to (55-43, 1 Not Voting)  The Senate passed their 
version of the national budget for fiscal year 2010. 
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO     Sen. Pat Roberts voted NO 

Recent U.S. House Votes 

Generations Invigorating Volunteerism and Education (GIVE) Act – Vote Passed (321-105, 6 Not Voting)  The 
House passed this bill to reauthorize and reform national service programs. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
To impose an additional tax on bonuses received from certain TARP recipients – Vote Passed (328-93, 10 Not 
Voting)  The House passed this bill that would enact an additional income tax on bonuses given to employees or former 
employees of companies that received Troubled Assets Relief Program money. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009 – Vote Passed (285-140, 6 Not Voting)  The House agreed to the 
Senate amendments to H.R. 146, sending this package of public lands, national parks and water development legislation 
to the president.  
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Generations Invigorating Volunteerism and Education (GIVE) Act – Vote Passed (274-149, 8 Not Voting)  The 
House agreed to the Senate amendments to this national service bill. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
To amend the executive compensation provisions of the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008  Vote 
Passed (247-171, 1 Present, 12 Not Voting)  The House passed this bill intended to curb bonuses of executives at 
financial institutions that receive Troubled Asset Relief Program money. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES  
Family Smoking Prevention and Tobacco Control Act – Vote Passed (298-112, 21 Not Voting)  The House passed 
this bill that would give the FDA regulatory authority over tobacco, but would not allow the agency to ban cigarettes or 
other tobacco products. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
Congressional Budget for Fiscal Year 2010 – Vote Passed (233-196, 3 Not Voting)  The House passed their version of 
the national budget for fiscal year 2010. 
Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES 
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Friday 
April 24 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas City, 
Kansas; Magistrate Judge David Waxse presiding   

Saturday 
May 2 

LWV – Kansas Convention 2009: Highland Hotel, Great Bend, Kansas; 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Saturday 
May 9 

Annual Meeting: Atonement Lutheran Church, 9948 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS; 9 a.m. meeting; followed 
by  brunch and “Making Democracy Work” award presentation; brunch tickets $15 

Friday 
May 22 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas City, 
Kansas; Magistrate Judge James P. O’Hara presiding 

Friday  
June 26 

Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5th and State, Kansas City, 
Kansas; Magistrate Gerald L. Rushfelt presiding 
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