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Snce 1920, the League of Women Voters has been a nonpartisan political organization
that encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in gover nment
and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

Saturday, October 3 General Meeting

"Life With Assistance -- Living Poor in Johnson County"

What isit like to depend upon public assistance in Johnson County? We assume that help isthere for
people, but what exactly is offered and how easy isit to get?

A panel from the local office of Kansas Social and Rehabilitation Services (SRS) will offer arealistic
picture of life for Johnson Countians receiving services. Speakers will be Sandra Kimmons, Economic and
Employment Support Assistant Program Administrator and Peggy Kelly, Director of Community Collaboration
and Operations.

Public assistance is an often misunderstood aspect of our society. Debates continue over whether too much
isgiven or not enough -- as well as the consequences of taking either path. Funding can vary depending upon the
economy or political mood.

Since the provision of key support services by SRSisdirectly related to public policy, this panel will
provide valuable information for the League's two-year poverty study. They will describe what it islike to be poor
in Johnson County. And, what it takes to get help.
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One quick look at our newsletters, and one can see the variety of issues and activities that engage our
members. Just the announcements at our first general meeting September 12 covered the League at the Library
Series “Focus on Johnson County,” the intermodal freight hub in Gardner/Eudora, the upcoming 2020
Luncheon on October 6, the kickoff for our $1,000 essay contest for high school seniors, our strong presence at
the Bernanke Town Hall meeting, Scott Neufeld' s presentation about Johnson County’ s financial status, and our
successful Get Acquainted Wine and Cheese Party.

Of course, we were so proud to have as our first speaker long-time League member and Chairman of the
Johnson County Board of Commissioners, Annabeth Surbaugh, who informed and entertained us with more
news about the state of affairsin Johnson County.

We displayed our |etter to the editor and letters from congressmen in response to the letters we wrote
about health care as well as The KC Star website posting of our letter celebrating the 89" anniversary of
women’s suffrage.

As LWV-Kansas has encouraged us to do, we continue our study of poverty in Johnson County, and we
have begun to re-examine the positions we already have to identify those that need stronger advocacy in local
government.

If the members and speaker and guests who attended this first meeting were any indication, thiswill be
another great year for the Johnson County League. All we need is you to add your ideas, your support, and
some of your time.

One of the most exciting endeavors for us this year and next is the large grant we will seek from the
national League. LWV-US selected only Kansas and Colorado for an initiative to grow a more diverse
judiciary. Thanks to a partnership and generous contribution from the Open Society Institute, Leaguesin
Kansas can have the financial support and professional guidance to bring awareness of thisissue to Kansansin a
very big way. Our courts do not begin to reflect the diversity in our population: women, African-Americans,
Latinos, Native Americans, and Asians are grossly under-represented, and LWV-US is ready to help usinform
our citizens and advocate for change.

The nine LWV JoCo |eaders who attended the August planning session came away excited about all that
we could do to really effect a change, and we know that enthusiasm will grow with each well-organized event.

The big state kickoff occurs October 17 at League Day in Topeka. The keynote speaker will be Rebecca
Love Kourlis, Executive Director of the Institute for the Advancement of the American Lega System. After a
lunch entirely funded by the Kansas League, attendees will be treated to panel discussions with members of
Kansas Judiciary and Kansas Law Schools. Make your reservations now for what promises to be an
outstanding program. (See page 6.)

Candy Birch and Gwynne Lee

We need six volunteers to bring fruit or sweet treats for the social time before the October 3 meeting.
Please contact Ann Sanders (esanders@bakeru.edu) if you can help.




Our League supports planning for solid waste disposal and encourages recycling at the metropolitan level with
county management for any land involved. What is the status of Johnson County’s solid waste landfill, and what
is being done to plan for continuing both a solid waste landfill and recycling options for Johnson County?
Our League position states that there is a need to create public awareness and knowledge of preventive health care
measures and available health care services. Are there adequate preventive health education programsin the
community?
The Johnson County League, in 1962, supported the opening of the Johnson County Mental Health Center. The
Rainbow Mental Health Center opened in 1974 to serve Wyandotte and Johnson Counties. Our League has
continued to support the availability of comprehensive mental health servicesin our county. Should our League
express our support for maintaining Rainbow Mental Health Center as a needed Crisis Stabilization Unit for
Johnson County?

Janis McMillen

The Celebrating the Right to Vote annual event was initiated in 2001, the 81% birthday of the League of Women
Voters. The purpose of the luncheon isto raise money so we can have a big community celebration in the year 2020 - the
100™ anniversary of the League and of passage of the 19" Amendment. Nearly 200 attended that luncheon, held at the
Johnson County Community College. Our attendance was enhanced, thanks to former Senator Kay O’ Connor who
declined to attend based on her reservations about celebrating the passage of the 19" Amendment and women'’ s right to
vote! The 85" anniversary event featured Susan Stamberg, an NPR commentator.

October, 2009 continues the countdown to the 100" anniversary. It will feature Professor Jane Cox (lowa State
University), who will perform an enactment of Carrie Chapman Catt, a suffragist and founding member of the League of
Women Voters.

Invite your friends to attend the October 6 luncheon at the Ritz-Charles. Consider hosting atable (8) or half table
(4) and inviting friends to join you. It isimportant to sustain the momentum at this midpoint in our countdown.
Dolores Furtado and Janis McMillen
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Reservations: $45 per person
Please make your check payable to LWV Johnson County Celebration
Mail your reservation to: LWV of Johnson County, P.O. Box 13491, Shawnee Mission, KS 66282-3491
Response deadline: October 2



I mn
The purpose of a study isto decide on a position for which a designated representative of the League may |obby

or speak. The Poverty Committee has identified four areas that impact poverty:
1. Income (j oblessness) 2. Housing 3. Transportation 4. Education

We aso abide by the positions of the National and State |eagues. Therefore, we will publish those positionsin this
and upcoming VOTERS. In thisissue, we feature the LWVK position on Meeting Basic Human Needs.

Pat Lanser, Poverty Sudy chair

LWVKS - POVERTY POSITIONS

Meeting Basic Human Needs

Statement of position: The LWVK encourages cooperation and continuity among agencies and programs that affect
children and families in order to assure that the basic needs of low-income families are met.

The League believes the following needs are not being adequately met at thistime for:
1. Housing, dueto availability and cost differences across the state.
2. Medica carefor Medicaid patients where doctors are not accepting such patients.
3. Public transportation, which is unavailable in most areas.
4. Quality day care, particularly at hours sometimes needed by recipients.

5. Budget alowances that should vary across the state based on actual cost of living.
LivingWage

BACKGROUND: The LWVK adopted a study of a*“Living wage policy for government and private enterprises that
receive public funds’ at State Convention in April 1999. A statement of position was adopted on September 23, 2000.

STATEMENT OF POSITION: It is reasonable to expect government and for-profit businesses that receive tax incentives
and/or other public funds to pay aliving wage in order to prevent or reduce poverty and to promote self-sufficiency. Other
businesses should be encouraged to do likewise.

A living wage should provide sufficient income without government assistance for food, clothing, housing, energy,
transportation, health care, education, child care, and a small amount of discretionary income.

The state should set minimum standards for aliving wage for state employees. Additionally, laws should be enacted that
enable communities to establish living wage ordinances for local government employees and private enterprises that
receive public tax money. The LWVK opposes legidation that prohibits such local action.

The state should establish a minimum wage for all workers that adequately reflects the actual cost of living in the state, at
least to the minimum level established by the federal government.

Implementation of aliving wage will take time and until that goal is achieved the LWVK continues to support
government assi stance to the working poor. Assistance programs may include but not be limited to:

1. Refundable state earned income tax credits
2. Fair unemployment insurance

3. Tax creditsfor child care expenses
4. Healthinsurance
5

Elimination of salestax onfood.
Source: www.lwvk.org
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Let’sTalk Issuesisapublic service program sponsored by the Johnson County Community College, The Kansas
City Sar, and Johnson County League of Women Voters. The program is held in the JCCC TV Studio, Billington Library
on the JCCC campus.

Programs are presented six times a year, threein the fall and three in the spring. The September 2009 topic was
Deer Policy in Shawnee Mission Park. The October 7 topic is “Going Green in Johnson County.” On November 4, the
panel will discuss Health Care Reform.

Previous programs may be accessed through the college website: www.jccc.edu. Under News & Events, click
JCCC Videos, then select Let’s Talk | ssues.
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Again thisfal our Leagueis collaborating with the Johnson County Library to sponsor another good
government series to inform the public about local government. Plan to join us for the three remaining seminarsin
which presenters from Johnson County government discuss the challenges posed by the recession and the effects those
challenges may have on life in our county.

September 24 Under standing Property Taxes
Learn how the county appraiser creates a plan that will impact your home appraisal.
Speaker: Paul Welcome, County Appraiser
October 8 Are County Health Services Serving Morewith L ess?
Economic stress causes more people to turn to county health services.
Speaker: Lougene Marsh, Director, Johnson County Public Health Department
October 22 How GreenisYour County?
Learn about the county’ s new green buildings and their projected impact on the environment and on
taxpayer savings.
Speaker: Joe Waters, Director, County Facilities Management

All programs will run from 7-8:30 p.m. Registration required. To register, call 913-495-2497 or online at
www.jocolibrary.org/leagueseminars or email: jclref @jocolibrary.org.

Diane Kuhn

) ) * Sept. 12, 2009 meeting

Contact Co-Presidents Gwynne Lee or Candy Birch for more information on any specific topic.
August 2009: Expenses $1,936.11; Income $1,582.50.
Johnson County League member Ellen Miller introduced issues for the board to select and actively pursue. She
will return to October meeting for further discussion of Local Advocacy presentations.
The board voted to initiate a “Member Spotlight” to recognize individual members for outstanding contributions
to the League and the community. Tentative plans are to publish the Member Spotlight in the VOTER and honor
those featured at the annual Making Democracy Work brunch.
Board discussed the need to fill the position of Hospitality Chair. Board members agreed at thistime for two
members to volunteer to prepare the coffee, set up the table and also to clean up following each meeting. They
also decided to continue to ask League members to sign up to provide the treats.
LWVUS and LWVKansas have approved participation in the project “ Safeguarding U.S. Democracy: Quest for a
More Diverse Judiciary.” The board voted for LWV JC to participate and apply for the grant, which national has
offered to fund. The grant is funded by Open Society Institute.
The board voted to include a“Member Minute” at each meeting instead of having an extra meeting for new
member orientation each year. The objective isto inform new members and review League topics for experienced
members. The brief (one minute) descriptions of League mission, history, organizational structure and terms will
be part of each month’s meeting.

Polly Swafford
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SAFEGUARDING U.S.DEMOCRACY: THE QUEST FOR A MORE DIVERSE JUDICIARY

Members of all eight Kansas Leagues will convenein the Topeka Public Library, 1515 SW 10" Avenue, on
October 17 to launch the first of many eventsin atwo-year campaign to enhance the legitimacy of our system of justicein
the eyes of an increasingly diverse Kansas population. The event is open to the public, and each League is encouraged to
send written invitations to members of their respective legal communities. Funding for the two-year project,
“Safeguarding U.S. Democracy: The Quest for aMore Diverse Judiciary” comes through the LWV US Education Fund
with funding from the Transparency and Integrity Fund of the Open Society Institute.

Rebecca Love Kourlis, Executive Director, Institute for the Advancement of the American Legal System, will be
akeynote speaker. She previously served as Justice of the Colorado Supreme Court for 11 years.

Also addressing the assembly will be Ciara Torres-Spelliscy, Counsel for the Democracy Program at the Brennan
Center for Justice which works on Fair Court and Campaign Finance Reform Projects.

Completing the program will be two panels comprising Kansas attorneys, judges, law school professors, and
members of judicial nominating commissions who will address the issues: Why Does Judicia Diversity Matter? How
Can It Promote Confidence and Impartidity in the System? How Can We Achieve It?

The events will be held at Topeka Public Library in Rooms B and C of the Marvin Auditorium.

9:30 am. Registration and coffee

10am. Welcome

10:15am. Rebecca Love Kourlis

11am. Break

11:15am. Panel: Why Does Judicial Diversity Matter? How Can It Promote Confidence and | mpartiaity in the System?
Noon Lunch (no charge, but reservations required)

1:00 p.m. CiaraTorres-Spelliscy

1:45 p.m. Panel: Why Does Judicial Diversity Matter? How Can We Achieve It?

2:30 p.m. Adjourn

For reservations, contact Diane Kuhn (913-631-9499 or dianekuhn@kc.rr.com). Reservation deadline: October
12. Do invite your favorite attorney or other friends to join you. Thisis an outstanding opportunity to educate the public
on avery important issue and to promote our image as active, vibrant community leaders.
Diane Kuhn,1%" VP, LWV-Kansas
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VOTING ISGOOD FOR THE CONSTITUTION. Please support this successful League fundraising project by
purchasing aLWV shirt. Several styles, colors (red, white, gray) and sizes remain available. Short eeve shirts are $10
each, long sleeve shirts are $12 and sweatshirts are $18. Contact Harriett Duff (hfduff @gmail.com or 913-338-0976) to
place your order.




LWV URGES COPYCAT ORGANIZATION. TO END MISLEADING HEALTH CARE ADS
League of Women Voters Objects to Deceptive Advertising by “League of American Voters”

Washington, DC — In ahand-delivered letter, the League of Women Voters called on the “ League of American Voters’
(LAV) to “cease and desist” from using a name clearly designed to be confused with the League’ sin order to disseminate
misleading information and block health care reform.

“The League of American V oters health care ad makes misleading statements in an inflammatory way,” League of
Women Voters President Mary G. Wilson stated in her letter to LAV Executive Director Bob Adams. “Not only does your
ad distort the facts on health care reform, it does so using a name that is deceptively similar to the League of Women
Voters,” Wilson said.

“We are not convinced that this startup group is a credible organization with authority to speak on behalf of American
voters,” Wilson said. “ They may have alegitimate-sounding name, but—until we know who is funding the ads—thereis
no reason to believe that they are anything other than another organization serving as a conduit for big-money attacks on
health care reform.”

“Thisistypica of the kinds of things we are seeing from the opponents of health care reform. Intentionally putting out
bad information to mislead, confuse and scare Americans,” Wilson charged.

“This copycat group appears to be entirely inaccessible to the public. We had to hand-deliver our letter because the
group’ s website lists no email address or fax number,” Wilson said, pointing out that the group's office address is shared
with severd lobbying groups who were unable to locate LAV management or staff.

“The League isreleasing the text of this|etter to set the record straight: The work of Mr. Adams’' organization should in
no way be confused with the League of Women Voters,” Wilson added.

“The League of Women V oters of the United States has more than 150,000 members and supporters nationwide, and we
are one of the most trusted non-partisan organizationsin the U.S. Our members and the public rely on usto share
information responsibly and accurately, because that is what we have done for almost 90 years,” Wilson said.

“Make no mistake: The League of Women V oters believes quality, affordable health care should be available to al
Americans,” Wilson stated.

“The League of American Voters would best serve Americans by telling the truth in their ads. Our democracy depends on
honest and open debate among real people, not misinformation from mysterious, inaccessible organizations that get
money from unknown sources to create national TV spotsin order to block needed health care reform,” Wilson
concluded.

Submitted by Diane Kuhn
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Elizabeth Litfin died on August 22, 2009. She had been a LWV member for several years and served as chair of
the phone tree in 2003-04.
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We're beginning a new year of the Johnson County L eague of Women Voters, and, as always, we'll keep you up
to date on many local and national issues. Our monthly programs provide learning opportunities, and our committees,
such as the Observer Corps, give you a chance to be involved. Our directory of members will be published soon, and we
want to include YOU! Please send in your membership form and dues by September 25, 20009.

We'll compile and publish the directory the weekend of September 26. We're in a saving money mode, so this
year it will only be alist of member names, addresses, and contact info. We' Il print alimited number for people who don't
have email addressesto pick up at meetings, and everyone else will receive their copy as an electronicfile.

Who do you know who might enjoy being a part of the League? Why not print afew extra membership forms for
friends?

Kari Sme and Rita Einspahr



LEAGUE OF WOVEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY MEMBERSHIP FORM

Name Home Phone:
Address Work Phone:
E-Mail
City State Zip May we send you our newdetter The Voter viae-mail?
Your profession: Yes No
| first joined LWV in | prefer an eemailed membership directory.

| will pick up apaper copy at a meeting.

Please sdlect type of membership. Payment at this time covers member ship through July 1, 2010.

___Individual $55* __Supporting $75 __ Student $20 (reguiresztime course enrollment)
___Household $82.50 ___Sustaining $100
* $55 = Local $9, State $18, National $28. Dues are not tax-deductible.

ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL SUPPORT:

Please consider a separate check for a tax-deductible contribution to the JoCo LWV Education Fund. Thisis
an opportunity to help the LWV of Johnson County continue our service to the community through our forums
and other special programs.

Please return this form with your check no later than September 25, 2009. Thank youl!

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF JOHNSON COUNTY
c/o Rita Einspahr, membership co-chair Or call 913-381-9770 for more information
4217 W. 97" Terrace, Overland Park, KS 66207

LWYV isavolunteer organization that depends on member commitment.

1. I amwilling to serve and | will be available to work on a committee or study program:
_____ Socid Policy (Education, Child Care, Mental Health, Hedlth)
___Natura Resources (Environment, Land Use, Water)
_____International Relations (Foreign Policy, UN, National Security, Trade)
____ Government

___ Specid events: parades, booths at local festivals, etc.
_____E-malling the monthly newsdl etter
_____ Teephonetreefor legidative action and announcements
___ Computer/clerical assistance (occasionaly needed)
____ Member Assistance

_____I need arideto League meetings

I canprovidearidefor afellow Leaguer to meetings
_____Mentor to anew member

2. | can help the League with the following: g
____ Genera mesting preparations g ggg § g
_____ Member of an Ad Hoc committee that does one-time proj ects 5223 §
____ Observer Corps - this commitment can be shared with another member é S5 3 % Q
_____Promotion of League in community S % § g <
_____ Finance (planning for the future) g 3 % = % &
____Public speaking or researching é g - % =
____Voter service E % g
_ Generd g "

o=
:
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Naturalization Ceremonies are held at the Federal Courthouse in KCK at 5th and State on the last Friday of each
month. They begin at 1:30 p.m. and last about 45 minutes. Then we register the new citizensto vote. If anyoneis
interested in attending this very moving ceremony and helping with voter registration, please contact Ann Arnott (913-
495-9539 or annarnott@everestkc.net). Mark your calendar with the dates of these Naturalization Ceremonies.

September 25 Judge Carlos Murguia

October 30 Magistrate Judge David J. Waxse

Ann Arnott
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Essential Functions:
(1) Observe (without participating) a public meeting and/or board. Wear a LWV button.
(2) Write a short report of the meeting to be shared with other Leaguers through the VOTER.
Other Responsibility:  Promote LWV in the community by being visible and by helping to educate the
community about LWV and hel ping to educate LWV members about the community.
To apply: Contact Nancy Jefferis (nancyfj@everestkc.net or 913-631-4441)

Welcome to Connie DeSieghardt, the newest member of the Observer Corps. Connie will be observing the
Johnson County Library Board.
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Johnson County Water One Boar d — September 8 meeting (www.waterone.org)

Mi Ranchito investigation. WaterOne was called to run tests on 8/31, one day after several dinersgot ill at the
95" Street restaurant. Staff found a soda machine that was not protected from backflows; pressure from carbon
dioxide could back up into the copper pipe, causing copper poisoning. Water samples were taken in other parts of
the building to seeif they met clean water standards, which they did. WaterOne continues to be involved in what
has turned into a criminal investigation due to possibly intentional tampering.
Eminent domain on 91% Street. Easements are needed on 10 tracts between Cedar Niles and Clare Road in order
to construct and access a 12-inch water main. Negotiations are ongoing with four owners. Of those, two will
likely be successful. For the remaining two, eminent domain will probably be needed.
KDoT and the tunnel at K-7 and Johnson Drive. KDoT isanxiousto let bids on the tunnel-road project in
October. It has WaterOne' s contract but hasn't returned it yet. Since federal stimulus funding isinvolved, KDoT
is eager to get work started before winter. (For details, see the August VOTER.)
Mission’s Woodson pump station. Electrical switch gear will be replaced, costing about $220,000. In the coming
months, three pumps will be replaced. WaterOne owns the land and leases it to Mission for a park.

Submitted by Ellen Miller
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Recent U.S. Senate Votes

Travel Promotion Act of 2009 - Vote Passed (79-19, 1 Not Voting) This Senate bill would promote travel in the United
States and includes a provision to create a nonprofit corporation intended to encourage tourism from abroad.
Sen. Sam Brownback voted NO.  Sen. Pat Robertsvoted NO

Recent U.S. House Votes

Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Watertrails Network Continuing Authorization Act - Vote Passed (311-107, 15 Not
Voting) The House approved this bill that would permanently authorize funding for the Chesapeake Bay Gateways and
Watertrails Network.

Rep. Dennis Moore voted YES




LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS
OF JOHNSON COUNTY

9531 MEADOW LANE
LEAWOOD KS 66206
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Thursday LWV Government Series: “ Understanding Property Taxes’; 7-8:30 p.m.; Central Resource Library, 9875
September 24 W. 87" Street, Overland Park, KS. Register at 913-495-2497 or www.jocolibrary.org/leagueseminars
Friday Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5" and State, Kansas
September 25 City, Kansas
Satur day General Meeting: “Life with Assistance-Living Poor in Johnson County” Social time: 8:30 am., Program:
October 3 9-11:30 am. Atonement L utheran Church, 9948 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS (Board meeting 11:30 am.)
Tuesday Celebrating the Right toVote Luncheon; 11:30 am.-1 p.m.; Ritz Charles, 137th and Antioch, Overland
October 6 Park, KS; $45 per person, reservations required
W ednesday Let’sTalk Issues: “Going Green in Johnson County”; 7-8 p.m.; JCCC TV Studio, Billington Library,
October 7 Johnson County Community College
Thursday LWV Government Series. “Are County Health Services Serving More with Less?’ 7-8:30 p.m.; Central
October 8 Resource Library, 9875 W. 87th Street, Overland Park, KS.
Saturday L eague Day at the Capitol: 9:30 am.-2:30 p.m.; Topeka Public Library, Marvin Auditorium, 1515 SW
October 17 10" Avenue, Topeka, KS
Thursday LWV Government Series. “How GreenisYour County?’ 7-8:30 p.m.; Central Resource Library, 9875
October 22 W. 87th Street, Overland Park, KS.
Friday Naturalization Ceremony: Register new voters; 1:30 p.m.; Federal Courthouse, 5" and State, Kansas
October 30 City, Kansas

Thedeadlinefor the November VOTER is October 10.
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